DPetitions, ele.

and two hoards to grant certificates of
service, and would compel men to have
engine-drivers’ certificates before taking
charge of an oil engine, gas engine, or
anything of that sort where there was no
danger to the life of men working.

Tax MINISTER was willing to have
progress reported. This Bill was arranged
to dea! with those engaged on machinery
driven by steam.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again,

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Deputy Governor
received and read, assenting to Supply
Bill (No. 2), also Day Dawn Rates Vali-
dation Bill

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at six minutes
to 11 ¢'elock, until the next afternoon.

flegislatibe Assembly,
Wednesday, 5th October, 1904.
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PETITIONS PRESENTED (2).
By Mr. J. M. Hopxiwns, to introduce
the Kalgoorlie and Boulder Racing Clubs
Bill ; leave given.
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Private Bille, efe. 597
By Mr. T. H. Barn, from residents of
the Eastern and North-East Goldfields,
prayiog that the present practice of the
Arbitration Court, to sit in the nearest
place to where a dispute has arisen, be
continued iv future. Petition read.

PRIVATE BILL REPORT, KALGOORLIE
TRAMWAYS RACECOURSE EXTEN.
SION,

Mzr. W. NELSON brought up the
report of the select committee appointed
to inquire into the Kalgoorlie Tramways
Racecourse Extension Bill.

Report received, read, and ordered to
be printed with evidence.

QUESTION—RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION,
MAGNET TO LAWLERS.

M=zr. RASON, for Mr. Carson, asked
the Premier: 1, Is the Government
making inquiries as to the necessity and
justification for the comstruction of a
railway from Magnet to Lawlers?
z, Should such investigation justify the
construction of the railway, will the
(Gtovernment place this work in the fore.
front of their public works policy ?

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied : 1, The attention of the Govern-
ment has been drawn to this matter by
the representatives of the electoral dis-
tricts concerned. 2z, The project will be
dealt with on its merits.

PRIVATE BILL—FIRST READING,

Kalgoorlie and Boulder Racing Clubs
Bill, introduced by Mr. J. M. Hopxixs.

Read a first time, and rveferred to a
select committee comprising Mr. Bath,
Mr. Gregory, Mr. Nanson, Mr. Nelson,
also Mr. Hopking as mover; to report
this day week.

RETURNS AND PAPERS OLRDERED.
CONTINGENT ACCOUNTS, SOUTH AFRICA.
On motion by Me. TromMas, ordered:
That all papers in conmection with the
claim from the War Office in reference to
the Sonth African Contingent accounts be
laid on the table.

CATTLE IMPORTED, DUTY.

On motion by M=e. Hensmaw, ordered :
That there be laid on the table all papers
in connection with the non-payment of
duty on importations of cattle across the
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Northern boundary from South Australia
by Messrs. Forrest, Emanuel, & Co.,
concerning which matter a select com-
mittee of this House reported on the 6th
September, 1902.

TIMBEE LEASES RESUMED.

On motion by Mr. F. P, Wiweon,
ordered : That there be laid on the table
a return showing:—i, Total area held
under timber lease on 1st January, 1904.
2z, Amount of such land resumed by the
Government during the following half-
year. 3, Lessees, if any, affected, and the
acreage of each resumption. 4, Namber,

e, and position of the areas, if any,
reserved from sale after resumption. s,
Total acreage under timber lease on 30th
June, 1904.

PAPERS—COLLIE-CARDIFF TOWNSITE,

Mr. HENSHAW (Collie) moved:
That all papers in conbection with the
proposed townsite at Collie-Cardiff be
laid on the table of the House.

Mg. BOLTON seconded the motion.

. Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (Hoan.
R. Hastie) : Though not opposing the
motion, he desired to take the opportunity
of pointing out to members desiring the
production of papers, especially those
not familiar with departmental matters,
that it would be well, as far as possible,
to first see the Minister who had the
papers required under his charge. If
members did so, in almost every case the
Minister would be glad to show them the
papers, which would prevent a large
number of papers from being absent
from departments and from lying on the
table of the House for months, very often
at great inconvenience to the business of
the departments.

M=z. A. E. THOMAS (Dundas) : Most
members giving notice of motion that
papers should lie on the table of the
Honuse did so because they degired later
on to take some action in regard to the
matters concerned. The objection raised
by the Minister bad been raised pre-
viously, but he (Mr. Thomas) did not
wish to go to the Minister’s office and
peruse the papers quietly. If he thought
there was anything in the papers of
public interest they should be laid on the
table, so that the public, whose property
they really were, could peruse them. In
the fnture he intended, in any matter of

Collie-Cardiff Tounsite. [ASSEMBLY.)
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public intevest, to adopt the course
moving that the papers be laid on &
table so that the public could see throu;
them. . He objected to going to t
Minister's office and perusing pape
secretly. He preferred to peruse the
publicly.
Question put and passed.

MOTION—STATE GOVERNOR, CHIEI
JUSTICE TO PERFORM DUTIES.

M=z. W. NELSON (Hannaus): I m:
be permitted to amend a motion on t
Notice Paper standing in my nan
by substituting the following words aft
*opinion *’ :— '

That at the termination of His Excellen
the Governor'a term of office, the Colon
Office should be petitioned to reconsider t
appointments of State Governors, with a vi
to permitting the duties of the office to
performed by the Chief Juatice of the State

Me. Rason: This is not the moti
appearing on the Notice Paper. T
hon. member wmust give notice of tl
motion.

Tue SPEAKER: The question is th
lenve be given to the hon. member
amend his motion.

Mr. Rason: May I ask what moti
it is before the House that is sought
be amended ?

Ms. NELSON: The motion befg
the House which I desire to amend is—

That in consequence of the need of .
adjusting the legizslative munchinery of t
State in harmony with the new conditic
introduced by the estublishment of ¢
Commonweslth, and in order to effect need!
economies, this House is of cpinion that t
office of State Governor ehould be abolish
and its duties performed by the Chief Just:
of the State.

M=z. Rasow: Is thia the motion y
are moving ?

Me. NELSON: I desire to move tl
motion with the amendment [ ha
suggested.

Tur SPEAKER: If there is
objection on the part of the House
allowing this motion to be amended, t
proper course for the hon. member w
be to allow his motion to lapse, and gi
notice again., Failing that, his moti
can be amended during the debate.

Mr. NELSON: Very well. I &b
move the motion as it stands on t
Notice Paper, and I shall accept .
amendment that may be subsequent
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gubmitted to the House. I need not say
that I do not move the motion which has
just been read, with a view to casting,
directly or indirectly, any reflection on
the most estimable English gentloman
who, at the present moment, represents
the Monarch in this State. On the
contrary, I desire to pay my tribute of
respect to His Excellency, and to
express the opinion that he performs
his duties, such as they are, with
an ability, dignity, und sometimes
I suspect with a certain sense of
bumour, that do him infinite honour.
It may be quite true, as some people
allege, that his Excellency does not really
do anything; but to that it may be
replied that he does it most excellently,
most gracefully, and well. In fact, I
venture to say that many members of this
House would earn the gratitude of the
State if they would confine themselves to
duties of a similar nature. By doing
nothing, and above all by saying nothing,
they would render the land of their birth
or their adeption the greatest service they
are capable of rendering. Before pro-
ceeding to deal with the subject in a
general way, I should like members to
bear in mind during the course of the
debate three very alementary facts. Frat,
that originally the sole power of and
responsibility for governing each British
colony rested on the shoulders of the
@overnor; and second, that in propor-
tion as self-government in those colonies
has been developed and completed, in like
proportion has the power of the Governor
been diminished, until it is almost entirely
of an oroamental character, And finally
I should like members to bear in mind
that the Governor represents the Crown
nominally only; because he is practically
the a.pgoint.ee of the Colonial Office, and
holds his appointment just as any other
persen holds an appointment of that
vature. I intend, for tbe sake of clearness
of presentment, to divide my speech into
two parts. Firstly, I shall try to reply
to some of the arpunents continually
advanced in favour of the present method
of appointing a Governor ; and secondly,
I shall try to advance some arguments in
favour of the change of method which T
have indicated in my motion. First of
all, we ure constantly told that the fact of
the Governor's being appointed by the
Colonial Otfice, and the fact of his selec-
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tion from a certain elass living in England,
remove him from the political partisan-
ship which would be likely to characterise
any local appointment te the post. In
reply to that, I say that if it were a
good argument against the local ap-
pointment of Governors, it would be
equally good against the local appoint-
ment of, say, our Judges. I venture to
say that our Judges must be as free from
all political bias as our Governors; and
go far as I am aware, the Judges have
never in that respect been impeached by
anyone.

Mr. Moran: Governors have political
duties, and Judges have not.

Me. NELSON: In the true seuse of
the word, the Governor has no political
duties. He is not permitted to have
even political opioions; and when
occasionally he is sufficiently indiscreet
to reveal the awful fact that he has
political eonvictions, he generally gets
into trouble. As a man, the Governor
may have political convictions; bat as a
Governor he has no right to political con-
victions at all, and is for the time being
but the symbol of the Crown in this
State.

Mr. Moraw: In changes of Govern-
tnent, he must exercise his discretion in
the choice of his Ministera.

Mr. NELSON: He may indeed
exercise his diseretion in regard to the
many matters brought before him; but
he exercises that discretion not as a
politician but as an executive officer repre-
senting the Crown. And I am amazed
to find that the hon. member, who knows
80 many things, is so deplorably ignorant
of this interesting subject. It iz most
remarkable in connection with our Judges,
that whenever a man is elevated to that
high position, he seems almost instinc-
tively to abandon entirely his former
political fervour. For example, since
our ex-Prime Minister, Sir Edmund
Barton, was elevated to the bench of the
High Court, it is really arvellous to
note to what an enormous extent he
seems to have sunk out of political life
m the Commonwealth, and to have
become entirely Judge. The same may
be said of Sir Samuel Griftith. And if
we have men who can be taken, as it
were, red-hot out of the politieal arena
and placed on the bench, and if they,
recognising the grave responsibilities of
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their higher position, entirely dissever
themselves from political connections and
perform their functions in a manner
which places them practically beyond
impeachment, then I say that the same
will hold good of locally-appointed Gov-
ernors; and therefore that argument
sometimes advanced in defence of the
imported article falls completely to the
ground.

MEeuBER: You are nol a freetrader in
that respect.

Mr. NELSON : I do not know that I
am a freetrader in any respect. My
friend should not make rash assump-
tions, Another contention is that the
Governor who is imported, if T may use
the word, is generally the possessor of
a private fortune, and can entertain on a
lavish scale. I was sorry to find, on
reading up Honsard for the last few
years, that ome member of this House
even went so far as to suggest that this
was a very gooa veason for importing
Governors. It is a reasun which should
not commend itself to an Australian with
any true seose of patriotism. I am of
opioion that if a lavish expenditure is
necessary in connection with the office of
Governor, then we should pay the money
out of our own pockets, and should not
be mean enough to get somebody else to
do what we are too niggardly to do our-
selves. In other words, a lavish expendi-
ture in connection with Government
House ia either necessary or unnecessary.
If it is necessary, we should defray it
ourselves ; and if unnecessary, then there
is po reagson why an imported Governor
should be thrust on  this State. Again,
it is contended that the Governor repre-
sents the Crown, and ought therefore to
be appointed by the Imperinl Gavern-
ment. I wish to say again that 1 do not
think the mere fact that the Governor
represents the Crown is any reason why
he should be appointed by the Imperial
Parliament. I submit that the loyalty
of a State Parliament is as far beyond
reproach as is the loyalty of the Imperial
Parliament itself. To cite our Judges
once more, we must remember that they
are appointed to represent the Crown.

They have to administer the King’a laws.
.And 1 hold that if we are good enough
to appoint Judges to adininister the
King's laws, we are good enough to
appuint Governors to represent the King's
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person. In other words, I think the
contention that the Imperial Government
rather than the State Government
should appoint the Governor will not
bear examination.

Mg. Moraw: Has it ever been held by
any asuthority that the Imperial Govern-
ment does appoint the Governor ?

Mg. NELSON: He is appointed by
the Colonial Office.

Me. Morax: He is appointed by the
King and by nobody else.

M=z. NELSON: Let me again correct
the hon. member. The Governor is no
more appointed by the King than a
Judge is appointed by the King. In one
gense it is quite true that the King does
everything. They are the King's laws
that we pass in this Houge. All the
statutes are the King's statutes. The
King, in short, does evervthing. Fvery
appointment made by the Government is
really made in the name of the King.
But wise men know that this is only a
manner of speech; that the powers we
attribute to the King are the powers we
ourselves exercise; and that all the dignity
and all the power which he pussesses
would hbe pothing but for the great
Ewmpire which stands behind him, and
imparts %0 him that power and that
dignity. Accordingly, my friend's obser-
vations are, I think, slightly mistaken.
Before I was interrupted I was trying to
urge that we are just as capable of
appointing a Governor as the Imperial
Parliament. I wasabout to point out an
analogous case is the United States of
America, where a State Governor repre-
sents the Federal Government, just as
the Governor of a Commonwealth State
like this represents the Imperial Govern-
mwent. And if it is quite consistent with
the loyalty of one of the United States
of America to the central authority that
such State should elect its own Governor,
then I hold that there is no violation of
loyalty, that there need be no incon-
sistency to the principle of loyalty even
to the Empire itself, if we exercise the
right of saying who, in our own particular
constitution, shall for the time Lleing
represent the King or the Crown.

Mr. Moraw: The Governor is the
King's deputy. Why not elect the King
if you can elect his deputy ?

Mr. NELSON : If my friend were as
well versed as he ought to be in con-
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gtitutionalism, he would know that we
elect even the King himself. He would
know that the royal line which gives His
Majesty a title to occupy the throne was
created and confirmed by Parliament.
Nay, not only so; but my friend is
actually guilty of high treason, because
if he reads carefully the Act of Parlia-
ment. formulating the succession, he will
find that not only has Parliament the
right to define the royal line, but that
any person disputing that right is guilty
of high treason. I am sorry indeed to
find that a friend whom I have learnt to
esteem should be guilty of that enormity,
We come to another reason. We are
told that the Imperial Government should
make the appointment because they have
been in the habit of selecting men of
certain titular distinctions to send to this
State, and thut we would only elect a
plain Mr. John Smith or some one of that
kind, while they send us titular dig-
nitaries, I want to reply to that argo-
ment by saying that a reason of that kind
is an insult to human intelligence. I
believe with Robert Burns, the only real
nobility is the nobility created by the
Creator of the Universe himself. I
believe Burns once said of one great
nobleman whom he admired, “ This man
has a patent of nobility direct from
Almighty God.”

Me. Moray: Who was Burns ?

Me. NELSON : I am sorry to find that
wy friend’s knowledge of literature seems
to be on a par with his knowledge of law.
T come to another reason. It 18 some.
times said that the Governor, were he
appeinted by the State, would be a mere
creature of the State. The idea is that
he would lose dignity, and not have the
power, at any rate not have the symbols of
power which the appointed Governor pos-
seszes at the present time. I have already
intimated in what I said in reply to the
member for West Perth just now, and I
should just like to say again that the
King himself, according to the coustitu-
tion, is just as much created by the Em-
pire over which. he presides as the
Governor we might appoint would be
created by the people of this State. The
power exercised by the King, as I have
already said, is a power which is conferred
upon bim by the people over whom he
rules. We practically say to the King,
*Your will shall be law,” but we take all
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sorts of good care that his will shall be
our will as expressed in an Act of Par.
liament ; therefore there will be absolutely
nothing disloyal, and there is no sugges-
tion of disloyalty, were the House to
carry the motion standing in my name.
Again, we are sometimes told that the
abolition of the Governor would lower
the status of the State. I should like to
say, much as I am in favour of a better
appointment, if I thought there would be
any tendency in the direction of lowering
the importance of the State with which 1
am connected, T would personally refrain
from moving the motion. I am of opinion
that we cannot overestimate the impor-
tance of the States on the Australian
continent. I am of opinion that there
has been of late a very great temdency,
particularly during the great federal
wave, to overestimate the power of the
Federal Parliament, and to underesti-
mate the power and dignity of such a
State as we are now living in. T think it
was Jefferson who once described the
Federal Parliament of the United States
of America as “our department for
foreign affairs.” He referred, of course,
to the fact that in the United States of
America the Federal Government is
almost exclusively concerned with matters
of external and defence character, whereas
all the legislation which intimately
affecte the material and even the moral
well-being of the people is carried on by
the Btate Legislatores. We cannot
very well say that our Federal Parlia-
ment i3 our department for foreign
affairs, for the very simple reason that
we bave no foreign affairs. Our Federal
Parliament, unfortunately, at the present
gime is wasting an enormous amount of
energy on matters that really do nof
rise to the level of a Federal Parliament ;
and I want to say here that I am
strongly of opinion that we cannot over-
estimate the importance of our State
Parliaments and Legislatures; and any
attempt I may make of reforming the
State Legislature, or in the direction of
reforming the method of appointing the
Governor, is not meant with the idea
that the dignity of the State shall he
diminished, but is meant with the idea
that the efficiency of the State Leyis-
lature shall be greater and its importance
increased. I meed not point out that in
addition to other powers, had we the
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power of appointing our own Governor, it
would not diminish our influence and dig-
nity, but tend to increase them. The chief
reason I have for moving the motion
that stands in my name is that the
constitutional reason for the existence of
a Grovernor since the inauguration of the
Commonwealth has really fallen to the
ground. In order that this may be
clearly understood I will quote here from
Parligmentary Government in the Colonies,
by Mr. Todd, who as members know is a
recognised authority. He quotes from
Mr. Herman Merivale, who was one of
the greatest under-secretaries England
aver had, a man of undoubted capacity
and a man who for a very long time wag
in the Colonial Office. Mr. Merivale
very clearly sets forth the chief functions
of a colonial governor, and it must be
borne in mind that he was writing long
prior to the federation of these States,
but he tried to show the specific functions
that a Governor is called upon to
perform.

Mr. Morar: What is the date?

Mr. NELSON: The date of the
opinion I am quoting of Mr. Merivale's is
1861, and it strengthens my case to cite
an opinion of this kind long prior to
federation.

Mg. Rason: And in regard to a Crown
colony.

Mg. NELSON: Not in regard to a
Crown colony. 1 will quote the words
and members will understand. He suys:

He oongtitutes the only political link econ-
necting the colony with the mother country.

MEr. Moran; He does not agree that
a Governor is not a politician.

Mr. NELSON: 1 said he had no
party power. There is a difference
between party politics and politics. We
talk of political economy, but to be a
political economist is not to be o politician.
The quotation goes on to say:

So far as regards the internal administra-
tion of his governmeut, he is merely a
constitutional sovereign acting through his
advisers; interfering with theic policy or
their patronage, if at all, only as & friend and
impnrtial councillor. But whenever any
question is agitated touching the interests of
the mother country — such, for instance, as the
impositicn of customs duties, or the public
defonce—his functions as an independent
officer are called at once into play. He must
seo that the mother country receives no
detriment.
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Here we have three important functions
attributed to the Governor; firstly that
he is the only connecting link between
the State and the mother country;
secondly that he is a representative of
the mother country in the matter of cus-
tows, taking care that nothing ts done
detrimental to her interests; and thirdly
that he is a representative of the mother
country in the matter of defence. I say
that since the inauguration of federation
these functions can ne longer be per.
formed by a State Governor. He has no
longer any comnecting link because
the Governor General is the connecting
link ; he can no longer interfere with the
matter of customs because the question
of customs hns been reserved entirely for
the Commounweslth Government; he
cannot interfere with defence because
defence in this country is now o federal
matter; therefore we find all the reasons
that were given for justifying the exist-
ence of a Govermor can no longer be
given, because these functions, formerly
performed by him, are performed by the
Governor General.

all}pln. Moran: Why have a Governor at

1%

Me. NELSON: Exactly. It un-
doubtedly proves, if carried to its logical
conclugion, that there should be no Gov-
ernor at all.

MEMBER :
effect then ?

Mg. NELSON : I do not move to that
affect becanse, having a little amount of
wisdom, T make my efforts in the direction
of the posrible and net the impossible.
I have to remember too that there are
members in this House who do not agree
with we in that regard, that there are
men in this House who would not go
the whole length.

Me. Moran: Could we do without a
Governor P

Mgr. NELSON: I think we could.
I may tell members that in the history
of England for a short period—it was
an exceedingly brief period, I admit—
during that brief period in the hisiory of
England that country did without a
House of Lords, and got along without a
King and even without a President.

MEewmsER : A Protector.

Me. NELSON : Not even a Protector.
The prolectorate only took place after
the downfall of the Communwealth.

Why pot move to that



State Governor

For some period in England, for about
two years, there wus only a single Cham-
ber, and that Parhament elected an
Executive Council, and that Executive
Council did not have a permanent chair-
man, for & temporary chairman was
elected, and he was responsible to the
Executive Council and the Executive
Council was responsible to Parliament,
and Parliament was responsible to the
people. Although that Commonwealth
existed for only a brief peried, still it
cxisted at a period when England, as it
were, made her greatest mark In the
history of the world ; and it goes to prove
thut a Governor or even a Monarch is
not an absolute necessity in a country,
provided there is inteltigence enough and
ability enough amongst the great bulk of
the population to support and abide by
it

MRe. Moga¥ : There must be an execu-
tive head.

Mr. NELSON: I admit there must
be an executive head: no one with any
sense will dispute that, but he need not
be a Governor. Supposing we had no
Grovernor here at all, the executive head
might be the Prime Minister. There is
10 reason why he should not be.

Mz. Moran: He would always pick
himself as Premier.

Me. NELSON : To all intents and pur-
poses the Prime Minister is the executive
head. He represents the Cabinet, the
Cabinet represents Parliament so long as
it Yetains the confidence of Parliwnent,
Parliament represents the people, and so
long as Parlinment represents the people
and has the people bebind it Parliament
can introduce measures which will receive
support and hecome law.

Me. Connor: Where does ** caucus”
come in ?

Mr. NELSON : If my friend reflects a
little, he will find that Dboth in its origin
and present pature the Cabinet is only a
more dignified kind of caueng. All T am

sorry for is that at the present time ¥ am

only a member of the undignified cabinet.
(General laughter,) There is another
reason why I am in favour of the
abolition of the Governor; because I
believe it is part of the uvecessary read-
justments whirh ought to take place, and
which were promised during the period
we were advocating, on the public plat-
forms and in the public Press, the federa-

[5 Ocroser, 1904.]

Change of System. 603

tion of these colonies. I need notremind
members that wherever we went federa-
tion was advocated, and I suppose the
majority of us, even here, were mn favour
of it; and it was everywhere understood
that juet in proportion as we delegated
to the Federal Parliament certain govern-
mental functions we would diminish the
legislative and administrative machinery
of the States, und also diminish the cost.
That was clearly understood, and I
believe that if men had gone on the
public platforms and declared that they
wanted extra governmental agencies,
extra governmental expenditure, without
any corresponding reduction in the
States, that what they wanted was
simply more government, not a readjust-
ment of the governmental machinery,
but more government, more legislators,
and more expenditure in connection
with legislation, then probably much as
the federal spirit was in the hearts
and minds of men at the time, the
majority of people in the continent
would bave rejected federation. It wus,
I say, clearly understood that the cost
of legislation and administration in
the States would be diminished just
in proportion as the expenditure and the
functions carried on by the central Par-
liament increased. I may point cut that
poor Australia has really an enormous
and fearful burden on her back in the
matter of legislators and legislative
machinery. (Laughter.) At any rate I
am not a very heavy burden; I take it
that Australia could manage o bear me
without feeling avy difference. I find
that at the present time we have no less
than 14 legislative chambers in this con-
tinent, and that we have no less than
seven governors, receiving in the aggre-
gate upwards of £100,000 per annum.
In fact, in proportion to population
vice-royalty costs the people of Auytrulia
more than royalty costs the people of
England. Then again, including the
Federal Parliament, we bave no less than
800 legislators. T have just been making
a culeulation, and I find that if England
in proportion to her population had the
same number of legislators as Australia
possesses, the British Parliament would
contain no less than 8,000 members. I
also find on calculation that if Russia
should adopt representative government
and go in for legislators on the same scale
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a8 Australia the Russian Parliament
would contain no less thau 25,000 legis-
lators.

Mrk. A. J. Wirson: What bas that to
do with the Governor ?

Me. NELSON: I do not know how
many CGtovernors there would be on the
same scale. I had to stop the caleula-
tions somewhere, for the results were too
fearful. These facts go to show very
clearly, I think, that there ought to be
some readjustment, and my own opinion
is that readjustment should tske two
forms. First of all we should abolish
the uwse of the Second Chamber, and
secondly we should abolish at any rate
the post of State Governor, and get
the functions performed by the Chief
Justice for the time being. I find I
shall be able to command the support
of a considernble number of members of
this House. I find that the member for
Greenough (Mr. J. L. Nanson) moved a
motion on & somewhat similar topic, and
in the ecourse of that motion he expressed
himself as follows :—

Looking ab cur Governors as they are chosen
at present, they are choson from a very limited
clags. They are chosern from a ¢lass which in
the conventional English phrage ia known as
the * upper ten thousand” We hava threeor
four men in the Btate admirably fitted to Al
the position.

I an glad to find I will be able, I hope
when the division takes place, to count
on the vote of that hon. member. I
would like to say that the Colonial
Secretary (Hon. G. Taylor) also made a
very admirable speech on that occasion.
I wll read it :—

I second the motion.

T think that wae one of the mosteffective
speeches the hon. member ever made. I
find also that the member for Boulder
(Mr. Hopkins) made a speech in the
course of which he said :—

We could promote oar Chief Justice to hold
the office of Administrator at a salary of £2,000
a year. Woe should save £5,000 a year on the
transaction.

This justifies me in expecting his sym-
pathy, his support, and his vote. It
appears that the hon. member is a states-
man and also an auctioneer, and that he
could not deal with vice-royalty without
inginuating that he would deal with it
much in the same manner as he would
deal with a corner allotment. (General
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langhter.) We have other members who
also supported the motion. The member
for West Perth (Mr. C. J. Moran) made
an exceedingly brief and pertinent con-
tribution to the discussion. Referring to
the member for Boulder he suid .—

The hon. member for Boulder hag struck the
nail on the head. It is too costly a luxury, or
a neceseity if you like, at the present time.
So in spite of the natural tendencies of
the member for West Perth in the
direction of upholding the dignity of the
position of Gtovernor, still on grouuds of
economy, if on no other grounds, I can
expect to get his support and his vote.
Now I find that the member for Beverle
(Mr. C. Harper) also made an exceed-
ingly interesting contribution to the
discussion. He said:—

I am not going to support either the pro-

posal or the amendment.
That hon. member has on more than one
occasion taken a similar attitude, 1T
remember that once he declared he would
knock one Government out, and imme-
diately upon its going out also apply the
sanle drastic measures to the one that
came in. It reminded me of that some-
what remurkable lover of liberty whe
refrained from entering intp holy orders
in order that he might be free to enter
into holy matrimony, and refrained from
entering into boly matrimony in order
that he might be free to enter into holy
orders. Hie love of freedom was o great
that he was neither, in order that he
wight have the freedom to be both.
{General laughter.) The ex-member for
Cue (Mr. F. Illingworth) also made a
speech upon the subject, und I think he
was almost the one person who defended
the Governor. He said:—

In later years, Governors have been ap-
pointed from the titled class as a compli-
ment te the colonies.

I may say that according to Hamneard
those words were received with laughter.
T do not think it would be fair on my
part to weary the House longer on this
subject. I should jusi-like to say, in
conclusion, that I Dbelieve sooner or later
this question will have to be grappled
with in this House. My main conten-
tion, rather my main justification, for
intraducing thie measure is that it is
part and parcel of the compact under
which we entered federation. 1 believe

. there will be absolutely no danger should
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this motion be pussed of our interfering
in the slightest degree with the British
Constitution; that marvellous system
which, although ithagmuny imperfections,
still seems to contain within itself the
power of remedying those imperfections ;
the marvellous system which for centuries
has proved itself susceptible to infinite
modifications in accordance with the
ever-incressing demands and needs of
civilisation, I do not believe that the
abolition of the Governorship would
affect in the slightest degree the loyulty
of the people in this State to the great
motherland from which we have sprung.
That loyalty rests on foundations too
massive and too deep to be affected by so
insignificant & change. It rests on our
common race, our common language,
and our commnon literature.

Mg. MoraN: America has the same.

Mzr. NELSON : It rests ou our com-
mon literature, and above all I think on
our common possession, after centuries of
struggle, of o common liberty. I am of
opinion that the nobler parts of the
great British Constitution must endure.
Barbaric survivals may be eliminated,
but the nobler eclements will still abide.
‘We may in time cast agside the elements
inconsistent with onr civilisation. For
example, the distinctions of rank, of
wealth, and of birth way ultimately be
swept aside. The lords, with all their
privileges, may ultimately be destroyed,
and even the monarchy itzelf may in the
course of evolution pass away; but I
believe that our heritage of a well-ordered
liberly will abide for ever, the mout
precious possession of our race, and a
beacon-light and an inspiration to all the
nabions of the earth.

Me. E. P. HENSHAW : T second the
motion.

M=z. E. NEEDHAM (Fremantle): I
do not intend to utnnecessarily prolong
any discussion that may arise on this
motion, but simply desire to move au
amendment which I think will be accept-
able to the wember for Hannans, T
entirely agree with the principles the hon.
member has enunciated. 1 do believe
that the time has arrived when we should
abolish the office of State Governor; but
I do not want it to be thought that on
this occasion we are in any sepse personal.
The member for Hannans, with his usual
impetuosity and impulsiveness, perhaps
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did not give that consideration to the
wording of the motion to which it was
entitled ; and although we ourselves have
no intention of waking the questioua
personal one, it might get abroad in other
places that such was our intention. “The
awendment I wmove is that all the
words after ** opinion ” in line 3 be struck
out, and the following inserted in lieu : —

That at the termination of hia Excellency
the Governor's term of office, the Colonial
Office should be petitioned to reconsider the
appoinfment of State Gtovernors with a view
to permitting the duties of the office to be
performed by the Chief Justice of the State.

‘While I have every respect, and I think
that respect is endorsed by the members
of the House, for the gentleman at
&resent occupying the position of Stute

overnor, T agree with the member for
Hannans that we ought to immediately
take steps to abolish the office. The
question was discusred during last Parlia-
ment, and after the elaborate address
just delivered I o not intend to wceupy
any more fime except to formally move
the amendment I have read.

Me. BE. . HEITMANN : -1 second the
amendment.

Mr. C. H. RASON (Guildford): I
believe the member for Hannans accepts
the amendment. I wish to say but very
few words. I submit that if the pro-
cedure adopted in regard to this metion
is to be continued, we shall develop into
something very wmuch the nature of a
farce. The motion moved in such
eloquent terms by the member for
Hannans has been on the Notice Paper
for some months past, yet the hon,
member came down to the House to-day
with a very different motion, which is
really an abstract motion, and wished to
move it in place of the one appearing on
the Notice Paper for so long. He wished
to do so to carry out the views of the
Government. It is & mere farce that
someone else should move this amend-
ment to-day, an amendment that is
accepted by the member for Hunnans.
Had no progress been made at the com-
mencement of the day's proceedings,
instend of having this motion which has
appeared on the Notice Paper for so
long and which members may or may
not have come prepared to debate, we
would have found substituted for it a
mere milk-and-water proposition to which
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no one can takeany exception, which means
nothing and can convey nothing. It is
not worth debating, and I for one am
nol going to waste the time of the House
on the subject.

Me. C. J. MORAN (West Perth):
Really the alteration to this amendment
does reduce it somewhat to the level of
a debating-society discussion. It asks
that the Home Office shall be petitioned
at the end of the present Governor's
period of office.  There is o more effec-
tive way of giving expression to the wish
of the House without violating in any
way or discussing the prerogative of Hia
Majesty in this State. We know it is
the fundamental basis of the Constitution
that the King holds certain powers and
delegates them to others, and that the
King alone cen delegate these powers. The
procedure usually followed, if it is desired
to carry out a system of economy,
is to save some money; but this motion
has mnot the slightest reference to
saving any money. ‘The true reason
for the motion is that amongst other
wild and woolly promises wade to
the people of this State when we federated
with the other States we were promised &
reduction in the cost of government.
That is one of the blessings we were pro-
mised. I suppose we may have a chance
of getting it, for it is the ouly shred of a
promise left among those federal pro-
mises. All other promises have been
dissipated into thin air, nothing remain-
ing of them but the written word of
people who did not kmow what they were
promising at the time. If we desire to
economise in the watter of the State
Glovernor we can do so by reducing the
salary of the Governor to £1,000 a year;
and those ewminently wealthy and dis-
tinguished English gentlomen may per-
haps find it well to stay at home instead
of coming to Australia for £1,000 a year.
It would be an effective way of dealing
with the question without interfering
with the prerogative of the King. The
question of elective Governors, as the
member for Hannans will reengnise, is
not known in the British Constitution or
in any branch of it; so I would appeal to
the hon. member al the present time not
to push his motion. I thank the hob.
member heartily for his speech ; and T am
gure the House listened with & great deal
of interest, as I did, to his general dis-
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quisition on the constitutional aspect of
governorships. The hon. member is one
of the well-informed members of the
House, and is always well worth listening
to. Any interjections I may have made
were fruitful. One knows that interjec-
tions can do no harm to such an honour-
able member, and are only likely to make
the flint spurkle. My sympathies are
for economising in the matter of the State
Governorship. 1 always think it is a
great loss and a great pity that we cannot
have that magnificent pile of buildings
{Government House) used for public
purposes ; and it is a great pity we cannot
have the magnificent ball-room used as a
public reading room or a university or
college, now that federation is an accom.
plished fact. Without in any way
sacrificing the dignity or prestige of this
Western State, we could economise in
that way and put that ball-room to
gome public purpose. This is a view
I bhave always taken in connection
with State governorships. I take the
same view with regard to the proceedings
at Government House which ure hallowed
by other proceedings of days gone by: I
consider there is no such necessity for
them in Western Australia as thers
might have been in days gone by, We
could, if necessary, substitute for thege
proceedings public favours distributed
amongst the peeple. We ought, how-
ever, to make up our minds as to what
we are prepared to give the executive
officer who must necessarily represent
His Majesty in Western Australia. T
pointed out to the hon. member intro-
ducing this motion that it might be well
to allow the Home Offica, that is the
King advised by the Imperial Parliament
—and the hon. member must not forgat
that we are creatures of the Imperial
Parliament still, and that the Federal
Act is an Imperial creation passed by
the Imperial Parliament, and that we
are still, though we may not admit it,
under tha supervision of the Tmperial
Parlizment—to make the appointment,
while we might reduce the salary of the
State Governor as has been done in other
States, or we might go to work on the
Canadian system and ask the Federal
Parlinment to consider the advisability of
appointing Lieutenant Governors from
among the distinguished public men who
may bave served the country. That may
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be wise or not; but certainly, though
" we are anxious to conserve the dignity of
Western Australia as a sovereign State,
in some particulars we would not be
decreasing its dignity by asking the
Federal Government to appoint lieun-
tenant Governors. I do not think it has
been seriously considered in Western
Australia whether to appoint tbe Chief
Justice ag our Governor would be wise.
There could be no objection if a dis-
tinguished man from the old country, or
a man of wealth, chose to come to
‘Western Australia for £1,000 a year. It
is, after all, the link between us and the
Sovereign; but I agree we could get
loyal British subjects in Western Aus-
tralin capable of filling with dignity and
importance the highest trusts imposed on
the position of Governor. No doubt in
Australis we can find men equally as
loyal to the throne and person of His
Majesty as in the old country; but
this amendment before us amounts to
nothing, It simply means to petition
the Home Goverument to consider the
advisability of asking the Chief Justice
of the State to take over the governor-
ship. 1 am not prepared to admit it
is the wisest thing to do. TIf we do
reduce the status of the Governor in
a pecuniary way, I am not prepared
to admit thut it would be wise to
mix up the judicial functions of the
State with the governmental functions.
That is a question which ought to be
argued at greater length, whether it
might not be wiser to have the Governor
an altogether separate person frown the
Chief Justice. There are points on which
the Chief Justice as Governor might
possibly bave dual functions to perform,
might act as Chief Justice one dav and
as Governor uext day. He night have
to adjudicate differently on the same case,
and to look at it from different points of
view. I have not gone into the matter;
but I am sure, if it ever comes o that,
greater constitutional authorities than
any we have here will guide us safely.
Another thing. This motion is some-
what premature. The term of office of
the present Gtovernor has yet a long
time to run. Tt is premature for us to
come to a decision in the first session of
this Parliament. I grant it is not too
soon to open the discussion; but I do
pol think the House ought to commit
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itgelf to this motion in its present form.
Better allow the discuesion to drop after
baving heard the hon. member; becausa
we may not be the Parliament represent-
ing the people when the time comes,
three years hence, for the present Governor
to leave for the old country.

Mz. Nerson: We are only expressing
our own opinions.

Me. MORAN: Exactly; and I do not
altogether agree with those opinions,
An I say, I am not opposed to the prin-
ciple of saving some expense in connec-
tion with the Governor. I think that
magnificent pile of buildings, Government
House, might be better used. I do not
think the buildings are needed for their
present purpose. Onb the other hand, I do
not think that the machinery by which the
mover proposes to attain bis object will
commend itself to a body of practical men.
My idea is that we ougl':t to make up our
minds first as to how much we shall pay
for a Governor, and secondly as to
whether we are prepared to house
Governors in 80 sumptuous a manner,
comparatively for Australia, as we have
housed them in the past,

Mz, Newson: You want to starve
them out.

Mr. MORAN: I do not koow. I
should not mind starving on a thousand
a year, and I am sure the hon. member
would not. And if we had him starving
on a thousand a year as Governor of this
State, that position would lose nothing in
ability and eloquence, not forgetting that
little vein of wit with which be credits
the present occupant of the office. At
present I am opposed to committing
myself to a general motion of this
characier, which really means nothing in
the end, and leaves the problem to be
dealt with in a proper statesmanlike
munner afterwards, I hope the hon.
member will not press the motion to a
division, because I suppose everyone in
this House is in favour of doing some-
thing in connection with the matter. We
all agree with the hon. member that it is
ripe for discussion; Lut to decide in the
words of the inotion would 1 think only
prevent the subject from being more fully
discussed and a wiser decision come to
perhaps next session or the session after,
when the time comes to take effective
action ; because none of us desires to take
any action which would in any way
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reflect on or curtail the privileges of the
present holder of the office of Governor.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES AND
JUSTICE (Hon. R. Hastie) : I expected
a long discussion on thi§ motion. I
thought that after the mover sat down
members would have vied with one
another for the honour of following him.
Therefore I was surprised when the
member for Guildford (Mr. Rason),
instead of encouraging discussion, seemed
at once to step in and throw 2 wet blanket
on the whole proposition.

Mg. Rasox: I knew it was a farce.
Tt was not a motion at all,

Tue MINISTER: The hon. member
mentioned that this motion has been
amended; and T agree with him that in
its present state it 1z one of those motions
to which few of us would seriovsly object.
But the hon. member was kind encugh
to point out that something in the shape
of the present motion is the only proposi-
tion we can posgibly be asked to accept,

Me. Rason: Why not bring it forward
in a straightforward way ?

Tas MINISTER: I do vot know
what the hon. member considers a
straightforward way. Perhaps he will
make a suggestion. The hon. member
seems to be much disappointed that he
had not an opportunity of criticising the
motion in the exact words which appear
in the newspapers.

Mr. Morax: On the contrary, he had
full opportunity if he wanted it.

Tae MINISTER: He had not.

Mz. Morax : He had the opportunicy.

Tre MINISTER: But he must have
disappointed most members by declining
to take the opportunity; and that is why
1 find fauit with him. It has been
pointed out by the member for West
Perth (Mr. Moran) that the better way
of attaining the object of the member for
Hannans would be for the House to
reduce the Governor's salary. I do not
think that would be the best way to
proceed.

Me. Moran: Provided the mover
geeks for economy, which is the whole
ground of his metion.

Tue MINISTER: I quite understand
the position which the member for West
Porth takes np; but it seems to me that
the present Governor was sent out under
certain conditions to this State. Those
conditions will not continue for a great
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length of time; and that being so, it
would lock very shabby if during that
Governor’s term of office we passed a
resolution to the effect thatin our opinion
we were paying far too much for that
gentleman’s presence. In any case, we
should break faith with the lmperial
Government if we took that course.

Mz. Moran: Whoadvocated that?

Tae MINISTER : The hon. member
said that such acourse would be better,

Mr. MORAN (in explanation} : I said
no such thing. T am sure the Minister
does not wish to misrepresent me. Iszay
this motion i» for that reason premature.
We all agree that the existing contract
deliberately entered into should be
honourably observed ; but when the time
comes, one means of economising would
be to state publicly and let it go forth to
the world that we have decided to pay
our Governor, say, £2,500 less.

Tre MINISTER: The intention of
the mover, I take it, is to convey to the
Imperial authorities the favt that we
think some other arrangement should be
made as to Governors; and until we
do that, the Colonial Office cannot be
expected to make any alteration. This
seems to me a. very straigbhtforward way
of accomplishing our object. I amnotin
accord with every word of this motion,
but the principle which the hon. member
has followed seeins to me very good.
Members must have noticed in the news-
papers that this is not the only State
which has reconsidered the position of its
Governor. A motion was recently passed
in the Victorian Parliament.

Me. Moran: Some of the other States
have reduced the salaries,

Tae MINISTER : In the case of South
Austrulia, a somewhat similar motion was
passed ; but I am not able to say exactly
what it was. Tasmania, on the other
band, has taken the course .indicated by
the member for West Perth, and has
reduced the salary, which reduction has
been followed by the immediate resigna-
tion of the present Governor, who takes a
very fair view of the case. He says:—
*“The Tusmanjin Parlinment have de-
clared that the office of Governor is worth
only so much a year. There iz no
proposition to reduce my sulary; but they
think that is all that should be paid;
therefore it is my duty to at once retire,
and allow a Governor to be appointed
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uunder those special conditions,” That is
the preseut position in Tasmania. T wish
I were able to acquaint the House with
what has been done elsewhere, 50 that we
might take some action gimilar to that of
other States. | think the words of the
motion passed by the Vietorian Parlia-
ment are—

That an humble petition be presented to

His Majesty the King, praying that on the
completion of the present State Governor’s
term of office the appointment of future State
Governors be taken into consideration.
The members for Guildford and West
Perth declare that the motion of the
member for Hannans means nothing. In
my opinion it means a great deal. It
will be an indication to the Colonial
Office that it is the opinion of the
membera of this Legislative Assembly ;
and this surely is all we can do in the
matter, to indicate to the Imperial
authorities what we think should be
done in appointing State CGovernors.
Bowe members have a notion that the
appointment of State Governors is con-
sidered by the Cclonial Office a most
important matter. ls that so? I very
much doubt it. T know that many of
the leading statesmen in Great Britain
have publicly, in their writings, declared
over and over again that Australians
could have Governors of their own if
they wished them, and bave again and
again repudiated the idea that a Gover-
nor appointed by the Tmperial anthori-
ties was a necessary link in the chain.

Me. Moran: Governorship, and not
};he personality of the Governor, is the
ink. .

Tee MINISTER: The Governor is
appointed by the Colonial Office at home.
Mz. Moran: That is only a detail.

Tee MINISTER: Thal 18 not a neces-
gary link, I do wot think there are many
gerious-minded people who- believe that
the appointment of a local Governor
would nake much difference to the
loyalty of the people of Australia. It
might nake a difference to the loyalty of
@ certain percentage; but [ think that in
such a question, that percentage is a
negligible quantity. I wish members
would take an opportunity of expressing
clearly their opinions on this matter. It
is surely necessary that this should be
done now, and not at a time when ihe
office of Governor is vacant; because
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Parliament may not then be sitting. A
member says we may be discussing the
Jundakot Railway., The Jandakot Rail-
way may be huilt by that time, or we
may be so interested 1n the matter of the
Jandakot and the Collie.Narrogin rail-
ways that we shall have no time to
trouble with such an abstract subject as
this. Now is the time for members to
express their opinions on this matter; not
necessarily to-day, but after an adjourn-
ment of the debate. I consider it highly
advisable that members should give
some indication of their opinions as to
the appointment of Grovernors, and T feel
fairly sure, from the expressions I have
heard to-night and on previcus occasions,
that we shall find very little difference of
opinion on the subject.

Mr. C. C. KEYSER (Albany): I
think an occasion of this nature demands
that every man shall give his opinion;
and for that reason I give mine. First,
I think that Australia can produce men
willing and competent to perform the
work pertaining to this office. Secondly,
I advocate a change on financial grounds.
Those are my reasons for supporting the
motion.

Question (that the words proposed to
be struck out stand part of the question)
put, and negatived formally.

Tue SPEAKER: The question is that

‘the words proposed to be inserted be

inserted.

Mr. Moran: We have carried the
question againet striking out certain
words.

[Explanations made as to procedure.)

Tae SPEAKER: I put the question
that the words proposed to be struck out
stand part of the question, which was
decided in the negative—that the words
shall not stand part of the question.
That is the first stage towards carrying
the amendment. The question now is,
That the words proposed to be inserted
be inserted.

Question passed.

Tae SPEAKER: The question is
that the motion as amended be adopted.

Tae COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
. Taylor): I move that the debate be
adjourned.

Motion negatived.

Question as amended put and passed.
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MOTION—HOSPITAL NURSES AND
PROBATIONERS.

Dr. ELLIS (Coolgardic) moved :

That, in the opinion of this House, nurses
and probationers employed in the Hospitals
contrelled by Government should not, except
in case of emergency, be expected to be on
duty more than eight hours a day.

I have little to say on the subject,
because to my mind the motion is such
self-avident justice that there will be
little difficulty in getting the House to
accepl it.

Me. Diamonp: Do you mean for six
days or seven days?

Dr. ELLIS: Every person who knows
anything about nursing wust admit that
nurses are & very hard-worked section of
the comwunity. They are very hard-
worked, and 1o this country they are
scandalously underpaid. I do not sup-
pose there is amy section of the com.
munity that i8 underpaid te the same
extent that the nurses of the State are.

MempeR: What is the average pay ?

Dr. ELLIS : I will come to that. The
fiest thing I wish to call attention to is
the hours. The average hours worked
by nurses is 12, at the present time.
That is, the nurses of the State work
for 12 hours a day.

Mz. Diamorp : How many days ?

De. ELLIS: Every day; for seven

days a week and for 12 hours a day;

that is the average. They get off for a
certain time in the year and at certain
times for food, when other nurses have to
take on their dunties. There are only
two shifts in pursing. It appears to be
very wrong indeed that in a State where
eight hours a day is a recognised part of
the conditious, nurses should be the one
section of the community who are exempt,
and should have to work such long hours.
I can tell members, from my personal
knowledge as well as from the knowledge
of many other medical men, that nurses
suffer seriously in health from loug hours,
T say that, knowing the full responsibility
of the statement. It must be understood
that when nurses are constantly in contact
with disease, more or. less infectious, they
are more liable to take that disease if tived ;
there is less resistance against disease
when one is overworked and overstrained.
As & class, nurses suffer from very in-
different health. Ihave had many nurses
as patients suffering from over-work, and
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these nurses have been employed by the
(Government; they have been overworked
by the Government. It only requires a
cartain amount of reorganisation to put
the whole matter on a proper basia, If
nurses belonged to a strong union, such
a8 the railway union, which several
members of the House belong to, there
would have heen no question of getting
eight hours a day long ago. I should be
strongly in favour of purses having o
union. [MEmsER: Whatsort?]) There
are two kinds of unions open to them,
but for the purposes of nursing only one
is advisable. Nevertheless, the long
hours are a very grave source of injus-
tice, and I look on the nursing adminis-
tration of the State as a gross injustice
from beginning to end. The whole
organisation of nursing is so awful that
one can hardly cal. it organisation at all.
To give an idea of the extraordinary
condition of the salaries in this State, I
will point out that under the Estimates
passed in this House nurses are paid
£12 per year, £18 per year, £20 per
year, £25, £30, £36, £40, £50, £52,
£60, £65, £70, £75, £80, and £90 per
year. Can anyone suggest any reason-
able plan of going through salaries so
divergent? Can anyone suggesh justice
in going through 12 hours a day and
earning £12 a year, especially in o State
with such great, wealth? Take the old
countries : nurses get twice the salaries
of domestic servants, while here they get
half the remuneration that domestic ser-
vants get. There is hardly a cook in
the employment of the hospitals who
receives less than £100 a year, whilsg
the highest salary a nurse receives in this
State is £90 a year, und only one gets
that amount. On the ordinary basis of
payment, a coolk is better paid than a
nurse,

Mz. Greaory: I thought the Colonial
Becretary would look after them,

Dx. ELLIS: What, after the cook?
I think the other side would look after
the cooks, they are most used to cooking
—1I do not say what. There is ouly one
nurse employed nt £Y0 a year, one ut
£80, and another at £75. The first big
number is at £70 & year. I ask members,
do they consider £70 per year proper
payment to women who spend years in
the service, and who are worked 12 bours
a day, in season and out of season?
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Nurses have most lahorious work, Any-
one acquainted with sickness wust know
the constant attention that is necessary,
always having to come up smiling and
reudy when o fractious patient is irritable.
Can anyone cousider £70 per year a
proper and respectable salary to give.
That is the highest salary on a large
scale.

Mgz, Diamonn: Do they get board and
lodgin%:?

De. ELLIS: Yes. Take the average,
it works out for the State at £40 a year,
and housemaids get £50 a year.

Mg. Diavonp: And board and lodg-
ing ?

%R. ELLIS: Housemaids get £50 a
year and £52 a year, whilst the average
payment for nurses is £40 a year. A
wardsman gets £90 to £100 a year,
although he has not anything like such
arduous or difficult work to perform as
nurses have.

Me. Rasow: That average includes
probationers ?

Dr. ELLIS: Undoubtedly.

Mr. Rason: I thought yov said
‘ purses,”

Dr. ELLIS: Can the hon. wmember
tel! me where the line is drawn? There
are a number of numes on the Estimates.
There are nurses, nurses in charge, night
nurses, probationers, and two or three
other names, I believe, in the Blue Book.
‘Where a nurse begins and ends I cannot
tell. What is a probationor? I do not
know. [Mg. DiamoND: An apprentice.]
Sometimes it is found that a nurse
receives a salary less than that of u pro-
bationer, and both of them receive salaries
below that of housemaids whom they are
supposed to direct, so that the position
seems to be absolutely anomalous. Put-
ting aside the question of salaries, let us
come to the question of the hours worked.
I take it that the leader of the Opposition
meani to convey that probationers were
getting education, and they were receiv.
ing this education aa part of their salary.

Mg. Rasow : I made no suggestion of
the kind.

Dr. ELLIS: Then the hon. member
gives no reason for paying nurses such a
smull salary ag £12 a year. There is an
argument used againgt payiog proba-
tioners such small salaries, that they get
an education ; but what opportunity has
a probationer for education and for ac-
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quiring knowledge ? 8he is too tired
and done-up at the end of her day's
work to receive education. It seems to
me there is nothing in the world to be
said against the motion. Take the hos-
pital at Coolgardie. QOut of £1,400 a
year paid by that institution, nurses only
get about £224; that is, the other officials
connected with the hospital absorb the
rest—the wardsmen, the yardsmen, the
cooks, and everyone else.

Me. Kevser : How many nurses are
there at Coolgardie P

De. ELLIS: There are four nurses.
There is a matron as well, but she does
not do any nurging. I see by the Blue
Book that there are five nurses, three
charge nurses, one staff nurse, and one
probationer. The names are mixed up
so much that oneis mislead. I hope that
when the Public Service Bill comes into
force, nurses will be put under it and
properly classified. That does not do
away with the great acandal of employing
nurses for 12 hours a day. There is no
excuse or reason for it in public institu-
tions, although there may be in private
institutions. There may be a Decessity
to increase a staff, especially in out-back
places. I have known hoapitals where one
nurse has practically been left in charge
night and day, and it is ot an uncommon
thing for two wnurses to be left in
charge night and day. But in many
places one purse is left in charge, and
there is not a habitation anywhere near.
I countend that whers we call upon
people for such very heavy work and they
bave such great responsibility, the least
we can do is to himit the number of hours
and give nurses a proper remuneration
for their work. It is no use to say the
State canmot afford it, because surely the
State can afford to pay a fair amount for
looking after it sick poor. If it cannot,
it would be well to do away with some of
these luxuries and pay properly, But I
see no reason why, becanse the demand
for nurses is great, they should be
sweated as at present. What would be
thought if a man worked twelve hours
a day and was then paid only £12, £14,
or £18 a year as remuneration? As far
a8 I can gee the whole question of
nursing in this State wants ample
reorganisation. It wants to be brought
to some system. Of course I am pre-
supposing that we would not harass the
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Minister in charge of the department;
but what I want now is to have a motion
passed unanimously that in the opinion
of this House he shall, as soon as he can
conveniently do so, make arrangements
that the nurses shall be worked only
eight hours a day. T cannot for the life
of me see why the time should be more.
I can say, and say seriously, that nurses
are being injured ; their health is being
injured ; they are being overworked, and
the whole State suffers as 2 result. The
supply of nurses is plentiful. I am given
to understand that the list is filled for
probationers for two years ahead. There
seems no reason why the State should
not pay for that form of edwcation, which
must be of very great advantage right
through the State, and teach the people
through the State elementary nursing
what to do in certain conditions of
sickness, especially in out-back places,
Those who attend on sickness know what
a great advantage it is to have a
nurse in an oubt-back Qistrict who
has been trained, however poorly;
and considering what we are doing
in vegard to technical education, it
would be eminently to the advantage
of the State that we should do a little
more in teaching everybody, or a large
gection of the community, how to look
after those who are sick. By that we
should be doing a good work. I have
nothing more te say on the maitter,
because it is right and just that this
motion should be passed, and I feel that
hardly any member would dare to thiok
happily of abed of sickness if he opposed
thia motion.

M=. A. J. Dramowp: Do you mean 60
hours a week or 48 hours?

De. ELLIS: I refer to twelve hours
a day.

Ms. Diamonp: What pumber of
hours do you propose they shonld have?

Dr. ELLIS: I am quite willing to
give eight hours a day for seven days.

Me. Diamonn: That is not the sight.
hours system. The eight-hours system
is 48 hours a week.

Dr. ELLIS: I know, but [ am quite
content, and I know the nurses would
accept with gratitude a reduction of their
hours to something reasonable, to give
them a chance of reading and enjoying
other opportunities. But even that is
not the full eight-hours system. Still,
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the advantage would be so great anc
the effect sv good to the State that I fee
sure no member of this House wil
seriously oppose it. I have mueh pleasur
in moving the motion.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETAR?Y
(Hon. &, Taylor) : I have no desire i
oppose the motion, but I would like t
point out to the House that if it i
carried and put into practical operatior
straight away it will mean a ver
incressed cost.

Dr. ELLIS: £1,400 a year.

Tae COLOWIAL SECRETARY
The hon. member has stated abou
£1,400 a year. I have the figures froun
the Principu! Medical Officer, and b
tells me that we have now 54 nurse:
employed in the Medical Department
carrying this motion and putting it int
practical operation would mean an addi
tional 88 nurses, and the salaries alon
would mean £1,950 per annum, baging thi
figures upon the salaries paid at present

Me. Covwor: Is that seven days o
six days?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: |
presume that in dealing with a questior
of thig description we are taking 365 day:
a year, because nursing is one of thos
callings in which one has to work all day:
whilst working, and it is in considermtior
of that continuous lahour

Mg. Rason: It would be hard to worl
& day when one was not working.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
refer to working without a break, and ir
consideration of that continuous occupa
tion nurses are allowed certain holidays
which I do not thiuk is the practice with
other classes of labour that have leer
compared with nursing by the membe
for Coolgardie.

Dr. Eruz: The railway employeé:
get bolidays.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: ]
do not know that there are any nurses or
the railway. I would also like to point
out to my friend that though I have for
many years been an advocate of the eight.
hours system, and have helped in o large
measure in maoy places to establish that
system—for where the work is labourious
one cannot follow it and do justice tc
himeelf and his employer if he is com-
pelled to work longer than eight hours—
I realise that there are lighter occupa-
tions to which the eight-hours system
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perhaps could not be applied with the
same degree of success. While I would
like to see the hours for nurses limited to
eight a day, and to an even shorter
period if necessary, I wish to point out
that notwithstanding the atatistics pro-
duced by my friend the member for
Coolgardie, we have, according to the
Principal Medical Officer, §4 nurses now
employed, and we should have to increase
that nuomber by 38; we should also
have to increase the expenditure by
£1950 m wages and salaries alone.
‘When we add to that the cost of uniform,
washing, transport, and leave of absence,
we get a farther expenditure of £3,040,
making a total of £4,990.

Me. Scappar: What is the present
coat ?

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
have not the present cost, but the in-
crease will be as 38 is to 54. We now
employ 54 nurses, and we would have to
increase that number by 38. I do not
kunow what the actval cost is. I dave say
the department does.

Dr. Erris: The department does not
knrow.

Tae COLONTAL SECRETARY: It
will be recognised that there would be an
increase of practically £5,000 per annam
on the nurses alone, [MemsEr: Their
efficiency would be increased.] I con-
clode my friend was dealing with the
nurges in the State as & whole. Is that
so ?

Dz. Ervis: Yes.

Tue COLONIJAL SECRETARY : The
figures prepaured by the department and
laid on the table yesterday or the day
before, in compliance with a resolution
moved by the member for Fremantle
(Mr. E. Needham), regarding the nursing
staff at Fremantle, show that the average
hours o day worked by nurses at the
Fremantle Hospital are nine and a half.
If that be so, some of the other hospitals
must work very long hours to bring the
average for the Btate up to twelve. I
am not prepared to say whether the
figures by the member for Cuolgardie are
abgolutely correct or not. I hope they
are not correct. With reference to the
Coolgardie and Fremantle hospitals—

Dr. Ervis: That is not a Government
hospital.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
Fremantle hospital is a Government hos-
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pital. I think the hospital at Coolgardie
18 & subsidised Government hospital.

Dr. Brrrs: No. The Coolgardie hos-
pital is governed by the department, and
the Fremantle hospital is governed by a
board. Fremantle is not a Government
hospital in its ruling.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
Governwent have to supply the funds.

Dr. Erwis: That is another matter.

Tae COLONIAT SECRETARY : The
game thing applies to the Coolgardie
hospital. With reference to the number
of nurses in Coolgardie, the department
says there are six, The total number of
patients treated in the Coolgardie hos-
pital for the year ending 30th June last
was 351, and the average weekly number
27-31. There wuas aun average daily
number of 21 patients with a staff of six
nurses. I bave no desire to see the
nurses worked any hurder than others.

Dr. Hicks : They are not hard-worked.

Mgr. HErrmaxy : In many places they
are,

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
the member for Roebourne, who is also a
medical man, bad heard the member for
Coolgardie’s statement this evening, it
would, T am sure, have been a revelation
to him. The member for Coolgardie
pointed out that these nurses are not
worked but simply barassed. They are
worked until they are pbysically unfit to
resist certain diseases which they are
known to be suffering from—[Dx. ErL1s:
Quite true]—consumption and other
diseases of that description, to resist which
regquires more physical strength than is
left throngh hard work. [Dr. Exnris:
Hear, hear.] I am sorry if that state-
ment is true. I find another medieal
gentlemman who says it is not true.

Dr. Erims: He is talking of Fre-
mantle. :

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY : Ifit
were a medical proposition I might readily
and quickly decide whose authority
I would accept. But I believe the
member for Coolgardie has somewhat
based his statement to-day on the condi-
ditions prevailing at the Coolgardie hos-
pital. '
De. Ervis: Kalgoorlie is the worst.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: Kal-
goorlie and Coolgardie. If this statement
iz correct, showing that the nurses at
Fremantle are only worked 91 hours &
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day on the average, ‘and I know myself
from personal knowledge that in other
distriets where smaller hospitals are con-
trolted the hours are not so long as
pointed out by the member for Qoolgardie,
those two hospitals, Coolgardie and Kal-
goorlie, must work their nurses very long
indeed to bring the average up to twelve
hours, which my friend the member for
Coolgardie says is the average for the
whole of the nurses in Western Australia.

Mg. Greeory: Kalgoorlie and Cool-
gardie are controlled by the Government.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY :
Most decidedly, they are Grovernment
hospitals. I am not disputing that. I
am only pointing out that those arve
hospitals which the Government control,
and that we have from the Fremantile
hospital the return to which I have
referred. 1 could have had a return
showing the number of hours worked by
the Perth hospital nurses. This return
regarding the Fremantle hospital was
moved for by the member for Fremantle,
and it just struck me to take it from the
table of the House and look at it. If we
had a return showing the wvumber of
hours worked by the Perth hospital
nurses, and also a relurn showing the
number of hours worked by those in the
swaller hospitals in the back country
which are controlled by the Government,
we could find out perbaps the hours
the nurses work in Coolgardie and Eal-
goorlie.

De. Erus; Why do you want 88
extra murses if they work only 93
hours ?

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY :
Perhaps this report may be based upon
six days a week instead of seven days. I
do not know whether it is, but since I
have had the honour of acting as Colonial
Secretary applications for leave to nurses
and probationers have been made, and I
have signed a very large nuowmber of
leaves of absence for periods of from a
fortnight up to three months. These
nurges cannot be so badly off or so
harshly treated as my friend tries to lead
the House to suppose; because I am
told by the Principal - Medical Officer
that any nurse becoming sick is, by the
regulations, entitled to be treated free in
the hospital and to remain on full pay
for a period not exceeding three months.
When the hon. member compares this
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treatment with the treatment of domestic
gervants, will he find it the recognised
custom that employers of domestic ser-
vants will pay the hospital fees of their
servanty who fall ill ¥

Dr. BErrs : The employer does not pay
the a‘ifeess, but he sends them to the hos-

ital.
F Tus COLONIAL SECRETARY: To
be treated at the expense of the State.
Do employers send their servants to the
hospitals and pay their expenses, and do
they allow them three months’ leave of
absence on full pay? I say, no; and
that being so, it 1s unfair for my friend
to compare nurses with domestic ser-
vants, whose conditions are not the same,

Dr. Hicrs: Narses would not thank
the kon, member,

Dr. Erris: Nurses get less pay.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: |
think that the nurses on the goldfields
receive higher salaries than those on the
coast, aas is the ease in other necupatious;
and T find that at Fremantle the salaries
are—charge nurses, £1 3s. 1d. u week
and everything found ; staff nurses,
18s. 51d. per week and everything found ;
Probationary nurses from 15s. 41d. down
to 11s. 62d. and to 7s. 8d. a week and
everything found. I should like to know
how many domestic servauts receive
twice as much as the nurses. The mew-
ber for Coolgardie has pointed out that
nurses do not receive half the salaries of
domestic servants. Do domestic servunts
receive 36s. or 37s. a week and every-
thing found, and, if they fall ill, do they
bave free treatment in the hospitals and
three months’ leave on full pay ? I want
the hon. member to be fuir. It is only
right when un hon. member is making
out a ease that he ehould be fair in his
comparisons. I do not for a moment
wish the House to think that I desire
nurses to work longer than eight hours.
I believe my friend who moved this
motion has not got the sume record that
I have for standing up for o redinced
number of hours of labour, for [ have
ever been in the forefrout in fighting for
that in my humble way; bat I want to
point out the difficulty of applying the
eight-hours system to nurses.  The diffi.
culty is greater when we come to con-
sider the small hospitals that are scat-
tered in the small minibg cumps of this
State, where there are only one or two
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nurses, or perhaps three, and where per-
haps there may be very litile to do at one
period of the year and a great deal to do
at another period of the year. I have
already pointed out that these extra
hours the nurses work are made up by
leave of absence, and that when on leave
of absence the nurses get full pay. I
think the motion should be carried,
because there is no desire on my part, or
I think on the part of the House, to
oppose it; but I want to be candid. Ido
not want the member for Coolgardie to
think that, because this motion is
carried, we can put it inte operation
to-morrow. Considerable reorganisation
will be entailed before it can be carried
out, and I am prepared to undertake
that reorganisation; but the House should
know what the extra cost is to he. I
have already poioted ont that by carry-
ing this motion and putting it into
practice, according to the ~Principal
Medical Officer, it will mean that the
nurses in the hospitals, apart from any
other employees, will necessitate an
additional expenditure by the State of
something like £5,000 or, to be particu-
lar, £4,900.

De. Eruis : For how many nurses ?

Ter COLONIAL SECRETARY : For
38 nurses. To carry out the eight-hours
principle in the hospitals, basing calcula-
tions upon the salaries received and the
hours worked, we must increase our staff
by 38, and the extra cost for food,
nniforms, washingz, transport, and accom-
modation will entail an expenditure of
practically £5,000. The House should
realise this before carrying the motion.
It will take time to carry out the motion.
If the management of the hospitals in
Western Australia is in such a deplorable
condition as the member for Coolgardie
desireg to convey to the Chamber; the
Minister would require greater assistance
and a very close and searching investiga-
tion t¢ be made into the hospital system
before he could reorganise the hospitals
satisfactorily. If the condition of the
hospitals is a8 bad as the member for Cool-
gardiesuggests, someform of investigation
should take place, and very urgently too.
I hope, when I go into the matter with
the head of the department, that I shall
not find the hospitals in the deplorable
condition which my friend conveys. I
fuel sure that those who preceded me in
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the office of Colonial Secretary would not
like to know that the hospital system is
g0 bad asit is wade out to be. T hopeit
will not be found to beso. I have no
desire to oppese the motion; but all I
desire to do 1s to place the facts before
the Chamber. I can promise members
that, so far as the Government are
concerned, they huve no desire that
nurses or any of those employed by the
State should work any longer hours than
employees employed by other people.

De. Erris: What is the average salary
nursesget? I make it out at £48 a year.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
have not the figures. It is not a matter
one can go into straight away, this
matter of reorganisation ; but should the
motion be carried, as I am sure it will
be, I do not want the member for Cool-
gardie or the House to think that I have
not kept my word. All I want is an
opportunity to reorganise the department
and to try to meet the wish conveyed in
this motion,

Mr. H GREGORY (Menzies): T
bardly know what action we should take
in regard to the matter. If there is one
thing that I object to, it is the passing
of motions by this House which are not
to be given effect to. The Colonial
Secretary states that, if the motien is
agreed to and carried out by him, it will
mean an extra expenditure of £5,000,
and that he does not think the state of
things is really so bad as is represented
by the member for Coolgardie. Yet I
presume the Colonial Secretary, according
to hig statement, has had mformation
from his department. He, therefore,
should be in a position to tell us exactly
how things are upon the goldfields so far
as noarses are concerned ; but the hon.
gentleman states he will agree to the
passage of the motion, although he
cannot see his way clear to carry 1t out.
I object to this. We have no right to
pass motions to which we do not intend
to give effect. I hope this motion will
not be passed. 1 think we can do better
by amending it. I intend to move an
amendment that all the words after
“Houee" be struck out, and the follow-
ing inserted in lieu :—

That the Government should mako inquiry
into the hours of employment, general salaries,
annual leave, and general treatment of nuraes
employed in the hospitals upon the goldfields.
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‘We know that the present Glovernment
will do &ll they possibly can to give fair
hours of labour te the nurses on the
fields; but we also know that in outside
districts there are many small hospitals
where possibly only two nurses may be
employed, and where it may be necessary
for the girls to work twelve hours a day
each. This is a matter of administration.
In hospitals where long hours are neces.
sary the department can make them up
by giving longer leave.

Tae CononisL SECRETARY:
right.

Mz. GREGORY: I do not think in
the hospitals of this State we could
enforce the principle of eight hours a
day. It would be a very good thing if
we could ; but I feel perfectly satisfied it
would be an impossibility. It would be
much wiser for us to express the opinion
that we consider nurses should be treated
just as favourably as any other section of
the community, and to ask the depart-
ment to look into this branch of the
service and see that nurses are well
treated. Many times my attention has
been drawn to the question of nurses’
holidays, (irls living 400 or 500 miles
back are compelled to pay their own train
fares, and with the small salaries they
receive holidays are useless to them.
Such questions as this should be looked
into by the Minister controlling the
department, and when framing his Esti-
mates he can give greater cousideration
to the nurses than has been given before.
At the same time I think it would be
wrong for us to pass this motion if we
feel satisfied it would not be carried out.

Tue Coroniar SecreTary: It is
almost impossible for u BMinister to go
into the matter while the House is sitting.

Mz, GREGORY: 1 do not think so.
I think a good deal can be done. T
slways had a good deal to do when Par-
liament was sitting. This is a matter
which is generaily looked into by the
department. The Minister asks for
reports, and he can then see whether the
nurees are properly treated or not,

Tae CoLoNIAL SECBETARY: I have
got reports, but they do not tally with
the statements of the member for Cool-
gardie.

Mr. GREGORY : I think the Minister
only has a report dealing with the Fre-
mantle hospituﬁ.

That is
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TrE CoLoniaL SEORETARY: Also the
Coolgardie hospital.

Mr, GREGORY: The Coolgardie
hospital comes within the cognisance
of the department, and we should take
the Minister’s statement instead of that
of the member for Coolgardie. But I
wish to point out more particularly that
we cannot have the eight-hours system in
all our hospitals, because so many swall
hospitals have only two nurses. I hope
the amendment will be passed; for I am
quite prepared to trust the Minister to
secure the welfare of those girls. I
should like to see them well treated; but
I object to passing moticns unless we
intend to give them full effect. Govera.
ment members may rest assured that the
nurses will get every consideration from
the present Ministry. [ move as an
amendment : —

That all the words after *“ House " be struck
out, and that *“ the Government should make
inquiry into the hours of employment, annual
leave, salaries, and geuneral treatment of
nurses employed in hospitals upon the gold-
fialds,” be inserted in lieu,

Me. C. H. RABON (Guildferd): j
second the amendment.

Me. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): In
addressing myself to this question, I
sympathise with the mover in his desire
that the nurses of the various State
hospitals should receive fair treatment
and fair remuneration for their labour.
But a divergence of opinion exists as to
whether the conditions which the hon.
meimber mentions as existing really exist.
The hon member is not the first knight
who has set out on a chivalrous mission
to remedy the grievances of the nurses in
our hospitals. Before entering Parlia.-
ment, I was secretury of a trades and
labour institution which was interesting
itself in the question of the hours worked
by nurses and the salaries they received.
The question was brought before us by
one of the delegates, who said it had
come to his knowledge that the nurses
in the hospital were being grievously
sweated, that they were worked very
long hours, and that the rates of pay were
miserably small and inadequate. With-
out attempting to ascertuin the truth of
that assertion by eliciting information,
we made representations to the Minister
who controlled the State hospitals,
pointed out that this state of things
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existed, and requested that a remedy
should be applied. The Minister made
inquiries; the matter was ventilated in
the newspapers; and we were met by a
rebuff from the very people we desired to
benefil. The nurses asked that we should
not do anything farther in the matter,
because they had not initiated any move-
ment for an alteration in their condition,
and were perfectly satisfied. The dele-
gate who introduced the matter himself
requested its withdrawal because of the
nurses’ statements, made through the
medium of the local newspaper. Since
I entered Parliament the matter was
ventilated by a letter written to a news-
paper by a man outside the department,
stating that the nurses in the Kalgoorlie
hospital were being eweated. The matter
was brought before the Minister by me
as one of the members for the district,
and I believe by the member for Eal.
goorlie ; and an inquiry was again insti-
tuted into the allegation of sweating;
and I believe that if the Colonial Sec-
retary will look up the records of the
department, he will find that the burses
themselves did not substantiate the allega-
tions in the letter to the newspaper. I
hold that not only nurses but all other
State employees should receive fair treat-
ment; that we should not sweat them or
cause them to work lomg hours or to

work for low wages, or for wages which,

do not represent a fuir remuneration for
their labour. But before we carry any
motion distinctly laying down a Nne of
conduet, we should first have an extensive
inquiry to find out whether the allega-
tions are really true; and therefore I
approve of the amendinent of the member
for Menzies, or rather I believe that the
question should, if necessary, be investi-
gated by a select committee. I believe
tha,t. extensive inquiry is needed, and that
it can be well undertaken by a select
committee of this House. Then we shall
have the fullest information, not only as
to the Coolgardie and Kalgoorliehospitals,
but a8 to every hospital in the State—
those of Perth and Fremantle, and of the
smaller hospitals out back. [MeMBER:
Take asylums as well.] T think it better
to confine the question to hospitals, in
order not to make the inquiry unduly long.
I believe there is plenty of room for
inquiry, and that the question should be
settled once and for all whether there is
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sweating carried on in our hospitals. If
there is sweating, the matter should be
dealt with in some such way as is pro-
posed in the motion. But before com-
mitting the House to the motion we
should have some extensive inquiry into
the conduct of the hospitals, so as to
know oxactly what are the conditions
ubtaining, and how to apply a remedy.

Mez. C. C. EEYSER (Albany) : 1f, as
the member for Coolgardie states, the
nurges are working 12 hours a day for
seven days & week, and receiving an
average of only £48 a year, it is necessary
that some inquiry be made and made
immediately ; bat on the other hand we
find that the Colonial Secretary, speak-
ing on behalf of the Principal Medical
Ufficer, disagrees with those figures,
disagrees with the statement as to hours
worked and annual payments received.
It seems there is a divergence of opinion,
and I am therefore inclined to support
the amendment. I think that would
meet the case; and moreover, so far as I
know, there has been no demand what-
ever from the nurses for shorter hours of
labour, or for more puy. And surely,
being the persons interested, if they
thought that they were being imposed
upon, that they were not receiving a fair
wage, or were being worked tvo hard,
they would have canplained. If T were
a nurse, and were being worked too long
or were receiving a very small wage, I
should be the first person to complain;
and I think that if the member for Cool-
gardie had been honest in this motion of
his, it would have been an easy matter
for him to get a petition from the nurses
in the various hospitals.

Dz. Erums: They dare not sign it. [
would not ask them.

Me. KEYSER: I venture to state
that if they have a grievance, that is the
position they ought to take up to
ventilate their grievance; and in view of
the Colonial Secrctary’s remarks, we
ought to follow the procedure that the
member for Mengzies suggests. For those
reasons I shall support the amendment.

Mr. A. J. WIL3ON (Forrest) : I move
the adjournment of the debate.

Motion put and negatived.

Mz. E. E. HEITMANN (Cue): While
I believe in the necessity for some inquiry,
I am nol prepared to go so far as the
mover; but with all due respect to the
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Colonial Secretary, I say that nurses are
sweated. I have had experience in the
hospitals of this State, and I say that
wowmen are worked until they have not
the spirit to ask for better conditions. I
was in the Geraldton hospital some two
years ago. The night nurse there came
on at 7 o’clock and worked till 8 o’clock
the next morning, seven days a week, and
wag ou this night work for s many as 10
weeks at a stretch. In the hospital at
that time were 15 fever patients; and in
addition, the nurse had on another floor
of the hospital some 8 or 10 other
patients. I consider that this is not fair
treatment ; and I am at one again with
the member for Menzies, and believe it is
absolutely necessary that there should be
some inquiry.

Tres MINISTER FOR MINES AND
JUSTICE (Hon. R. Hastie) : Before the
debate closes I should like to say a word
or two. This seems to be a very small
question, concerning very few of the
hospitals in the country. The motion
mentions only the hospitals controlled by
the Government; and I can think of only
five or six of these, and probably there
are not a dozen. Most of the hospitalsin
this country are controlled by the people
who live in the districts, and are sub-
sidised by the Government. I did not
have the pleasure of lListening to the
mover's opening speech; but I am
inforred that be did not deal with any
hogpitals save those controlled by the
Government and pnid for entirely by the
@overnment. For instance, the motion,
if passed, will apply to the nurges in the
Perth hospital, but not to those in the
Fremantle hospital ; it will apply to the
nurses of the Goolgardie, Kalgoorlie, and
Menzies hospitals, where the people
ubsolutely refuse to pay a single shilling
for hospital purposes, while it will not
apply to the vast majority of gold-
fields hospitals, which are kept up,
or mainly kept up, by the people.
T do not know whether the mover
thought of that phase of the sub-
ject. I would suggest that if anything
18 to be done in the direction the hon.
member indicates, or, what T think better
still, in the direction indicated by the
amendment, we should inquire as to all
hospitals subsidised by the Governmeni
and not merely as to Government hos-
pitals. Iam unable to say whether we
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should now make a hard-and-fast rule of
the eight-hours system in every public
or semi-public hospital in the country.
In many hospitale we have only one or
two nurses, who are not occupied a tenth
part of their time. The wmember for
Coolgardie will probably agree that it
would be unwise to apply the eight-hours
system in every case to those hospitals;
for this would involve an extra tax on
the community, and the cost to the Gov-
ernment would be so great that weshould
not then be justified in giving so much
hospital accommodation thronghout the
State as we give now. All those con-
siderations will, I am sure, convince the
hon, member that we cannct now ugree
to his wmotion; and I strongly advise
members to support the amendment.
If it is passed., inquiry will be made
pot only as to hospitals controlled by
the Government, but as to all hos-
pitals subsidised by the Government.
The report should propose some fair
basis; it should dea}l with all the diffi-
culties I have mentioned and other diffi-
culties bearing on the subject. I hope
the suggestion mude by the member for
Albany (Mr. Keyser) will not be carried
out, and that nurses frem all over the
country will net be eneouraged to send in
petitions. If an inquiry is to be made,
they will not be troubled in that direc-
tion, but all will be asked, at representa-
tive places at any rate, how the position
stunds at present, and for snggestions ns
to what should be done in the future. If
we decide the question to-night, I hope
the amendment will be carried.

Me. M. F. TROY (Mount Magnet) : [
intend to support the amendment, be-
cause I think after all this amendment ia
the only possible one that can commend
itself to the House. No doubt in some
parts of the State at various times nurses
may be over.worked, but I do not think
that always obtains, 1 feel sure it does
not; moreover I feel that the statements
made by the member for Coolgurdie (Dr.
Ellis)—made with the best intentions—
have been considerably exaggerated. I
do not think that such a state of affairs
exists in the hospitals, because I have not
heard of such a disastrous state of affuirs
until I came into this Chamber. Mem-
bers know sowmething about the conduct
of hospitals, but they have not heard of
these dreadful things. I would like to
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see the eight-hours principle introduced
into hospitals, but with the Minister for
Mines 1 think it is utterly impossible,
especially in the back-blocks of the State
where the Government give medical
assistance. If the motion moved by the
member for Coolgardie were carried,
instead of it doing good to the people it
would be doing them an imjury. I
agree that an inquiry should be in-
stituted. We have heard from time to
time that grievances do exist, although
no statements have been made by per-
sons who feel themselves aggrieved. Still
it ia the duty of Parliament to help these
people if they require assistance. At the
same time I think Parliament would be
doing an injury to the nurses and the
penple of the State if the motion of the
member for Coolgardie were passed. The
ounly thing the House should do is to
support the amendment moved by the
member for Menzies.

M=r. J. P. McLARTY (Murray): If it
can be shown that nurses are suffering
an injustice, then the House will, collec.
tively and individually, try to rectify it.
T was amused to hear the remarks of the
member for Coolgardie, because I am
acquainted with a number of hospital
nurses and have relatives in the profes-
sion, and they are anything but physical
wrecks. They get 4 number of hohdays,
and when there are vacancies for nurses
at a hospital there are seores, T may
say hundreds, of applications for the
positions. I will not say anything as to
the indireet chance of a nurse being able
to marry a rich patient. I have pleasure
in supporting the amendment,

Mz. ¥. GILL (Balkatta) : T am pleased
that the member for Coolgardie has
brought thiz matter forward, but I do
not wish to mislead him in making that
statement, for I intend to support the
amendment, as I think the amendment
would have a better effect. The eight-
hours principle is one that most, members
ou this side at uny rate strongly advocate,
and if there is anything in the state-
ments of the member for Coolgardie, it is
time that something was done. I helieve
that the amendment of the member for
Menzies will have the effect of getting
difficnlties remedied. In connection with
the cight-hours principle there is one
thing that always strikes me as peculiar
and it has occurred here to-night. When
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the eight-hours question is discussed 1
have alwaya noticed the heads of depart-
ments, or the persons in charge of depart-
ments, generally make out a very serious
state of affuirs in conmection with the
extra expense that would be incurred by
the adoption of that principle. I do not
kmow why it is so, but I noticed that the
Colonjal Secretary came here to-night
with 2 statement from the Principal
Medical Officer that the adoption of the
eight-hours system amongst the uurses
would mean the expenditure of an extra
£5,000 annually. That seems an extra-
ordinarily large amonnt to carry out the
principle of eight hours, seeing Lhow few
persons there are to whom the principle
willapply. I believe the number at pre-
sent is 54,

Tre CovroniaL SecreTarY: They get
a month's holiday annually, and their
places have to be taken by persons who
get double pay.

Mr. GILL: I assumed when the
Colonial Secretary snid it would require
38 extra nurses, they were to take the
places of those who were having holidays.
The proposal is to decrease the work of
the nurses by one-third ; und as the total
number of nurses employed is 54, 1 fail
to see how it will require 38 nurses to do
one-third of the duties of 54

Tae CoLoriaL SECrETARY: Perhaps
the hon. member would feel disposed to
do away with all holidays.

Mxr. GILL: I thought the idea was
that the 38 extra nurses were to do the
work when the other nurses were on holi-
days. I say that the extraamount which
it 18 said the adoption of this principle
will cost is very large, but I do not dispute
it. "When XIwason the railways in South
Australia a similar thing occurred. The
Railway Cominissioner was asked to
adopt the eight-hours principle, and he
said it would cost an enormous amonnt
to initiate the system; but when the
siv]'stem wag in practice it was shown that
the amount lkad bLeen over-estimnated by
100 per cent. The same thing applied to
the Western Australian railways, and I
thiok the same thing will apply to the
hospital business. Tam pleased that this
matter has been brought forward, but I
think the amendment will better carry
out the object. We have heard of
no very serious complaiots ; ut any rate,
I have not. The member for Cool-



620 Hospital Nurses:
gardie made very serious complaints
to-day, and put a serious complexion
before the House; and if the case is
as stated there will be good grounds,
after due inguiries have been made, for
remedying the state of affairs. 'There iz
nothing to prevent the House from taking
action provided the complaints are
founded on fact. I believe the amend-
ment will have & far better effect than the
motion and will remedyr the state of
affairs. The House will not hesitate to
apply the remedy if it is needed. For
these reasons I shall support the amend-
ment.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon,
G. Taylor): In veply to the remark of
the member for Bulkatta (Mr. Gill) that
he was unable to follow the increased ex-
penditure which would be caused by the
adoption of the eight-hours aystem, I
way point out that on the goldfields
and in the tropics nurses are allowed one
month’s leave of absence on full pay
annually. The places of these nursesare
filled temporarily, and in some cases the
temporary occupants have to be paid
double wages. Beyond doubt if the
eight.-hours system is instituted the nurses
will only be allowed the same privileges
that other people who are working under
the eight-hours svetem enjoy; that will
be the ordinary holidays. Leave of
absence from daties for a ‘month will
bave to be stopped. The same principles
that govern the eight-hours system in
every other walk of life will have to be
adopted in regard to purses. Nurses in
the back country who like leave of absence
for a month every year to come to the
coast for recreation and pleasurs to
ilElprove their health will be deprived
of 1t.

De. Exris: What about the railways ?

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
am. not discussing the railways, and it ia
unfair for a’member who is an advocate
for the eight-hours principle to compare
those following the occupation of nurses
with those following an occupation where
physical Iabour and energy and exertion
are required. We know full well that
nurses in hospilals are on duty for
long hours, but they are not working all
the time. In some instances, as was
pointed out by the Minister for Mines,
these nurses only work one or two hours
during the time they are on shift, if I
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may call it a shift. The eight-hours
principle was first initiated in regard to
occupations which were very laborious,
and where it was found that men could
not keep up their swrength for the long
hows they were required to work. Tt
has been proved by science that eight
hours are sufficiently long to follow
laborious toil.

Dr. Erris: In any occupation.

Tug COLONIAL SECRETARY :
But where persons are only ealled on to
work for a few minutes at o time they can
follow up that work for a lengthy period.
I cun speak with authority on that
matter, for since I bave been a Miniater
of the Crown I have been giving 14 or
16 hours every day, Sundays jncluded,
to get through my work. When I wase
following Jaborious work such as mining
and sheating, and other similar work,
I could not have stood the strain; but
although I find it is a great strain
when one has to be kept to his post fora
long timwe day after day, still one cannot
follow heavy laborious work for long
houra, I do not think we can possibly
put the eight-hours principle into force
amongst the nurses. They are not called
upon to work for the whule eight hours,
as members having a knowledge of the
conditions that exist in hospitals know
full well. Nurses are simply on duty,
but they are net working the wheole time.
Sometimes the nurses have fo work hard
when the patients are verv bad, but at
other times they are simply on duty and
are not called upon to work all the time.
1 hope the amendment will be carried, so
that it will give we, as Colonial Secretury
having countrel of the hospitals, an oppor-
tunity of going into the matter. I will
have the closest investigations mado, and T
hope to be able, by the investigations, to
disprove many of the allegations made by
the member for Coolgardie in the interests
of those who cantrolled the lospitals
hefove I became a Minister of the Crown.

At 630, the SrEARER left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Dr. ELLIS (in reply): I wish to say
a few words on the amendment, and I
must state that it has a considerable
amount of sympathy from my point of
view. I have no desire to rash the
House into any resolution carrying such
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important results, but T should like to
mention one or two points to show the
necessity for inquiry. The Colonial Sec-
retary has said the amount of money that
would be required for the nurses to have
the eight hours system is £5,000, and
the number of additional nurses neces-
sary would be 38. On those terms it
would mean that each nurse would cost
£3 per week. As the average payment
is only £48, it would leave £2 a week for
her living, which shows to me that the
figures brought up by the Colonial Secre-
tary do not bear the interpretation pro-
posed to be put upon them, hecause it is
an absurdity to suppose that the nurses
cost, for uniform and food, so large a sum
as £2 a week, '

Mgr. OrEGORY: The average for the
nurses last vear was £55.

De. BErris: I worked it out at £48.

MEe. GrEgorY: I have the official
figures.

Dr. ELLIS: I have the official blue-
book for this year, not last year, If the
average i8 £48, or even if it is £52, it
does not make any difference; the cost
cannot be £5,000. At the outside it
cannot be more than £4,000; and if the
statement be correct that the nurses are
not worked 12 hours a day, then the
number of extra norses required could
not possibly be 38. I do not see how,
even if it were 12 hours a day, the number
of extru nurses required could be possibly
more than 27. Ii is quite correct that
in mahy cases the number of hours is not
12 a day. I am looking at the average
cagse. In many places there is not
work for that number to do; but what
I want to get at is the principle.
It would probubly be found that the in-
creased number of nurses required would
not be more than 20, in which case the
incrensed cost would certainly not be
more than £3,000 2 year. 1 think per-
gonally the inguiry will have to go care-
fully into the question of the average
health end the average death rate of the
nurses. That is my impression gained
from experience in the matter. 1 bave
been a bospital doctor in one way and
another for over 20 years, numbering
among my patients many people who have
been nurges and many who have been
nurses under the Government, and I say
the general impression I have got from
them ig to the effect that they are over-
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worked, certainly in many of the gold-
fields hospitals. 1 donot wish the House
to hold the view apparently taken by
many members, that I was Painting a
very lurid picture of the condition of the
nurses. I do not mean for one instant to
say that the pictnre is lurid, but I do say
that nurses are worked many hours, and
that their bealth is suffering. That is a
clear statement, and the condition of
things should be remedied. I make that
assertion and am prepared to stand by it.
I am quite sure that if one took a small
hospital, he conld find that the nurses
were under-worked. I helieve that in
Coolgardie at the present moment the
nurses are under-worked ; there being a
falling off in the hospital, they have
gradually diminished the number of beds,
and until recently they have had the same
staff running; so one can easily see under
these conditions the nurses would be
under-worked ; whereas in the Kalgoorlie
hospital, which is a rising hospital and
always has a sufficiency of accommeodation,
there is a tendency to over-work the
pnurses. One eannot make any statement
which is true of every hospita] in the State,
but T bave made inquiry into the matter,
and am sure that the Colonial Secratary,
with his well-known sympathy for the
eight-hours system, will make inquiry and
see if the same rights and concessions
cannot be given to women as to men.
The mental strain in nursing is as keen
as that of any form of physical employ-
ment, and the patient suffers as well as
the nurse, because one loses the delicacy
of touch and the freedom to get up to the
patient the instant the patient wants any-
thing. It appears to me an inguiry wll
have a tendency to rectify that; that the
nurses will be properly graded, the
number of probationers will probably be
materially increased, and the general
snlaries will be worked up on a fair and
equitable basis. As far as I can see, the
amendmwent by the member for Menzies
(Mr. Gregory) is just as good for my
purpose as the original wmotion, and it is
quite on the cards that when the wmatter
comes up for final settlement, the amend-
wment will be accepted.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Minister) : It
was not my intention to speak on this
question, but there is one matter which 1
hope the member for Menzies will include
in his amendment—inquiry regerding the
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warders in convection with our lunatic
asylums. 1 believe there is a cerfain
amount of digsatisfaction as far as they
are coucerned, and in wmy opinion we
could almost classify persons holding
these positions as nurses for the insane.
Asg to the complaints by the member for
Coolgardie (Dr. Ellis), no doubt the view
laid before the public regarding the
length of hours of nurses and others in
hospitals is based principaily on the
hours they are wupposed to be at their
work during the day; but no considera-
tion is taken at all for the half-days they
are allowed off during the week. In
Fremantle great cowplaint has been
wade in regard to the hours worked by
those employed by the hospital com-
mittee. It has been found that a stute-
ment which has appeared in the Press
repeatedly as to the actual hours worked
in that hospital —

MEg. GREGORY : Why do you not bring
that matter before your colleague ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The hon.
member says I should bring this matter
before my colleague. I had an oppor-
tunity of doing so to-day, and I hope it
will have some effect. 'The complaint
made in regard to long hours at the Fre-
mantle hospital bas not been made during
the last two or three months. It was
made previously. No alteration has been
made in the hours of laboar with the
exception of putting on one man as s
relieving officer, and that would not affect
the hours actually worked by the nurses
employed at the hospital. I only hope
that the inquiry will prove that the
number of bours worked in the Fremantle
hoapital & the same as the number of
hours worked in other hospitals, when
taking into consideration the leave given
during the week. It wust also be borne
in mingd that some of the out-lying hos-
pitals such as the member for Menzies
refers to only have about one or two
nurses. It will be necessary, if we adopt
the eicht-hours principle, to increase the
number of nurses employed. Of course
there would be three where there are two
at present. Thep it would be also neces.
sary to increase the relieving staff; so I
think the estimate by the Colonial Secre.
tary will be nearly reached when the extra
purses and staff are employed to carry
out the work under the eight-hours prin-
ciple. Personally I shonld like to see
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the eight-hours system adopted, if pos.
sible, but I think it would not only be
detrimental to the hospitals in the back
country, but at the same time would in-
crease the expense greatly in hospitals in
the coastal districts. I hope the member
for Menzies will add the words * warders
of the lunatic asylum” to the amend-
ment he has moved.

Me. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): It
ig refreshing to me to find such a pro-
nounced supporter of the Lubour platform
as the Colonial Secretary undoubtedly is
admitting that in some employments it
is even unnecessary to have an eight.
hours day.. The hon. gentleman, T
believe, is8 a stwunch supporter of the
Labour platform; and I think in that
platform one of the prominent planks ia
that we should bhave a universul eight-
hours day.

Me. A. J. WiLsow : Start here, pleuse.

Mz, FRANK WILSON : The Colonial
Secretary admitted that he himself was
to some extent a blackleg, which is, I
believe, & term used in Iabour circles,
since he works from 14 to 16 hours a
day.

'{‘n:s Covronial. SecretTary: Do not
put on teo much. I said <12 or 14.”

Mg. FREANK WILSON: Well, 12 or
14. T must be pardened for expressing
my intense surprise that the hon. gentle-
man should so far fall away from grace
as to object on the ascore of expense to
extending the eight-hours system to
nurses.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (in
explanation): I did oot object to the
eight-hours system being applied to
nurses. I only pointed out to the House,
before passing the motion, what the
expense would be. I have in no way
opposad tha eight-hours principle, and I
have no desire to allow the hon. gentleman
to lead the House to believe that I did.

Mg. FRANK WILSON: I under.
stood the Minister to say that an
eight-hours duy was essential to manual
emplovment, but thut when it came
to the employment of women in hos-
pitals it was wot necessary, for nurses
did not work continuously. I have
a vivid -recollection of discussions in
the Assembly of this State when it
was argued that if & man was on the
premises for eight hours he had been
there long enough, and ought not to be
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kept there longer even though he did no
work. A etation master on a small
station was the instance given. I think
the South-Western Kailway was men-
tioned in those days, where only two
trains passed each day. It was pointed
out that o man employed on a station on
that line had a lot of {eisure, and was not;
constantly employed ; but the reply was
“ Never mind ; eight hours on the station
make an eight-hours day, and the man
ought not to be employed any longer.”
I think if the hor. member who has
introduced this motion is true in what he
states, and if the hon. member believes
that his statement is correct, and that
he has just cause for making it in this
House, that these nurses sre working
12 hours a day, it ought not to be the
case, and we certainly ought not to burk
the question on the score of expense.
The Government ought to set un example
to private employers of labour in this
State in this respect. [Tae Coroniaw
SecreTary: So they do.] We find in
every caso that if the private employer
argued that he must, of necessity, object
to a reduction of hours on the score of
expense, he would be howled down by
the Minister and those who support his

platform.
Tee CoLoNial SecRETARY : Most
decidedly. He does not give holidays,

Mz. FRANK WILSON : Thequestion
of expense does not come in.  The ery is
that if an industry cannot sapport an
eight-hours day it must close down.

Trae Corontar Secrerary: Is this an
industry ?

Mr. FRANE WILSON: Certainly, it
is. Will the hon. mewmber say the same
thing—that because the Government can-
not stand the extra expense we must
close the hospitals down ?

Tee CorLoNrar SgoReTARY: I am not
arguing that way.

Mz FRANK WILSON: Ifit is going
to cost the Government £5,000 per annum
to give the nurses an ordinary day's
work, I take it the same reply is applic-
able ags is pgiven in the case of an
ordinary industry—the reply of “ Close
it down.” Tam opposed to the sugges-
tion altogether. I am opposed to the
Minister working 14 or 16 hours a day.
I think be is taking away another man’s
job, and if it be necessary, we ought to
appoint another Minister to a#sist him.
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Tae CoroNiaL Secrerary: Why do
you not keep those deputations away ?

Mz. FRANE WILSON: I am also
strongly opposed to the principle enun-
ciated that eight bours a day should be
for men workers only. I do not see why,
in all earnestness, women should be ex-
pected to work longer than men. If it
18 good for a man, it is good for afemale
to have short hours of labhour; and I,
for one, hope that this House will so
exprees its opinion that the amendmaont
will be carried; and I hope that the
Government, when they go into this
inquiry, will go into it fully and tho-
roughly. If they find that the charge
brought forward by the member for
Cuolgardie is substantiated in fact, I
hope they will cause some alteration to
be made forthwith, so that nurses who
are carryving on an arduous and honour-
able work in the interests of those who
are sick and ill, will have their hours of
work reduced to the ordinury hours
recognised to be u fair day’s work, that
is eight hours a day.

Mr. H. BROWN (Perth): The wem-
ber for Menzies should agree to omit from
the amendment the words “upon the
goldfields.” ]

Mer. GreEcory: We might first allow
the words in the original motion to be
struck ont. If there is any intention to
alter the amendment, av amendment on
the amendment may be brought forward.

Tre SPEAKER: A farther amend-
went may be sobmitted, should the
words be struck out of the motion and
the words proposed by the member for
Menzies be inserted in lieu.

Amendment (Mr. Gregory’s) put and
passed. /

Mr. H. BROWN moved a farther
amendment :

That the worde “upon the goldfields” be
struck out, and the words *throughout the
State ” inserted in leun.

Mr. THOMAS: I second the amend.
wment.

Farther amendment passed, and the
wotion as amended agreed to.

MOTION—EMPRESS OF COOLGARDIE
G.M. LEASE, INQUIRY.

Me. A. A, HORAN (Yilgarn) moved :

That a aselect committee be appointed to
inguire into and report upon the application
for forfeiture and subsequent reinetatement
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of the Empress of Coolgardie Gold Mining
Lense, with power to call for personme and
papera; to sit on days over which the House

stands adjourned, and submit report on the
20th October,

The object of the suggested select com-
mittee was to inquire into the transactions
that had become somewhat historic in
connection with the Empress of Cool-
gardie G.M. Lease, at Coolgardie. They
reflected upon the administration of the
late Minister for Mines (Mr. Gregory),
and some very stroag things had been
said about the matter on the goldficlds,
while the goldfields newspapers had also
commmented on the matter.

Mz. Hoprivs: Did the hon. member
say * reflected upon the Minister " ?

M=r. HORAN : No; the statements in
the newspapers reflected on the adminie-
tration of the late Minister for Mines;
and in view of that fact the House would
be justified in appointing a select com.
mittee to go through the voluminous
papers on the table in conuection with
the mutter and to report for the informa.
tion of the House. It was only fair, in
order that suspicion did not fall unjustly
on any person, that all information
should be given. As many witnesses
would be needed who lived in Coolgardie,
it would be well for the committes to
take evidence in that place.

Tae SPEAKER: Better keep to our
usual practice, instead of giving instrue-
tione to the committee before appoint-
ment. When the committee were
appointed, the hon. member could move
that they have power to call for persons
and papers, to sit when the House stood
adjourned, and to adjourn from place to
place; end if that motion were carried,
the committee could, if necessary, take
evidence at Coolgardie.

Me. J. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe) seconded
the motion.

Mzx. H. GREGORY (Menzies): This
motion had his entire concurrence. He
hoped the committee would be appointed,
and that it would exhanstively inquire
into all matte s connected with the case,
The facis were that application was
made for the forfeiture of a lease; and
he, being then Minister for Mines,
forfeited that lease. Subsequently the
forfeiture was annulled and the original
holder reinstated. He (Mr. Gregory)
beliaved there had been some comments
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in what was known ua the © gutter presa”™
of the State; but there were no com-
ments in any newspaper of which he could
reasonably take notice, and in which he
could make an explanation for its
benefit, and to the Press generally; and
it was not til! quite recently that he
heard there was a real belief that some-
thing was wrong in connection with the
matter. e asked as a favour that the
gelect committee be composed entirely of
members from the Government side of
the House. His position was so elear
that he would rely completely on a com-
mittee so selected. He had no fear what-
ever as to the result; as it could be
shown conclusively both to hon. members
and to the public that in every instance
he and his department bad acted
properly. Recently he called for the
papers to be placed on the table, so
that members, and the Press if it
thought fit, might see exactly what were
the inerits of the case; but with the
exception of u few members none took
any apparent interest in the papers.
The committee should have every pos-
sible power, and should not only compel
the people whose names appeared in the
papers laid on the table to give evidence,
but should examine those who contributed
certain articles 1o a seetion of the Press,
and should find outif possible the reason
for the malicious libels. He and officers
of the department would be pleased to
give evidence, and to assist the commitiee
in determining the merits of the ease.
He hoped no objeclion would be raised
to the appointment of the committae.
T MINISTER FOR MINES AND
JUSTICE (Hon. R. Hastie): In the
circumstances, he had no objection to the
connnittee; but he trusted the precedent.
would not be followed whenever there
was a misunderstanding about a decision
given by a Minister. In his experience,
the ex-Minister for Mines (Mr. Gregory)
had always afforded any inquiring
member full opportunity for perusing the
papers in any matter; and if pew mein.
bers of the House were mot conversant
with this case, that was only becaunse they
had not ingquired about it. In the great
majority of the newspapers, he (Hon. R.
Hastie) bad never seen une word about
the Empress of Coolgardie, but only in a
section of the Press which apparently had
a large quantity of important informa.
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tion, or information which seemed im-
portant to it, which caused it week after
week to publish about the member for
Menzies the most disparaging statements
which had ever been made by any news-
paper within the State, The committee
should thoroughly investigate the matter,
and should if possible get legal assistance.
A lawyer was meeded in an advisory
capucily ; because 4 perusal of the papers
would show that the legal aspect of the
question was the most important deter-
wiving factor. After perusing the papers,
the committee could determine whether
they should sit at Coolgardie. It was
hardly wise to instruct the committee to
adjourn from place to place, unless at the
request of the committee.

%IR. F. CONNOR (Kimberley): To
appointing the committee he did not
object ; but what would happen if the
committee reported Lbat the people now
in possession of the lease were unjustly
in possession? Was not this rather a
cage for the Supreme Court than for
Parliament ?

Tag MinisTeR FoR MinEs: No.

Mxr. Grecory: Only one person was
ever 1n possession of the lease.

Mz, CONNOR: Did no one else do
any work on it ? .

Mz, GrEGorY: No one who had any
right to be there. Certain persons made
application for a leagse; but that was
never approved of.

Me, CONNOR: They had possession.

Mgr. Grecory: Not legal possession.

Mg, CONNOR: They had possession.

Me. Geegory: No. The fact of their
going on the ground did not give them
possesgion,

Mz, CONNOR: This was a deadlock.
Why the need for inguiry ?

Mr. Greaory: The hon. member
opposite (Mr. Scaddan) seemed to think
an inquiry necessary. He (Mr. Gregory)
wisbed the truth brought out.

Mk, CONNOR : The matter ought to
be settled in the Supreme Court. No
doubt the ex-Minister for Mines was
quite free from blame, and he was not
speaking against that gentleman; but
this was a dispute as to who should own
a claim, and shounid be left to the court
to settle,

Mgz. Geraory: It was not such a dis-
pute,
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Mr. CONNOR: If the committee wera
to go to Coolgardie to hear the case, who
would bear the expense !

Tre SPEAKER: The hon. member
could discuss that when a motion was
made that the committee bave such

OWer.

Mz. CONNOR: Too much time had
been wasted on motions of this sort, and
too much expense incurred. There was
not much necessity for the motion,

Mg. A. E. THOMAS (Dundas) sup-
ported the motion. A section of the
Press had attacked an ex-Minister of the
Crown in respeet of his judicial capacity
as head of the Mines Department.
Whether the charges were true or false
wasg of great concern to the House ; and
the hon. member affected had an un-
doubted right, had he so desired, to bring
the matter before the House asa question
of privilege. In discussing this motion,
however, we need not consider whether
the attacks had any justification, though
personally he considered there was not an
atom of truth in the allegations. But
whether or not they had any foundation,
when the honour of a member of the
House who had held such an important
position was impugned, it was our duty
to take immediate steps to prove his
innocence or his guilt. The committee
should have power to go to Coolgardie, so
that the inquiry might be as complete as
possible.

Dr. ELLIS (Coolgardie) : It was in-
cumbent on him to support the appoint-
ment of the committee, ag the lease was
almost within the boundaries of his elec-
torate, and he had heard statements
concerning it, in season and out of
season, for the last nine months. The
case was somewhat complicated; there
were many legal and other difficulties,
and the fullest inquiry was rightly de-
manded ; for if it were not full, people in
the habit of making false aspersions
would have some ground to goon. He
(Dr. Ellis) did not believe there was a
word of truth in the damaging statements
he had beard; but it was right for the
honour of the House that those statements
should be investigated as completely as
possible. The whole business was unsatis-
factory; but he believed the cause for
dissatisfaction was not in departmental
administration, but in the condition of
the law which governed that administra-
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tion ; and that when the House heard the
report of the select committee, members
would know, as they knew now, that many
statements made concerning various parties
to the transaction were abaolutely false.
Tt was advisable that the select com-
mittee, if appointed, should take evidence
at Coolgardie. Knowing some of the
people engaged in the traunsaction would
not stick lightly at small statements,
every olzﬁorbunity should be given of
proving the statements to be false.
Question put and passed.

Ballot taken, and a committee appointed
comprising Dr. Ellis, Mr. W. Nelson,
Mr. Scaddan, Mr. Thomas, with Mr.
Horan as mover. )

Mz. HORAN farther moved :

That the committee have power to call for
persons and papers, to sit on days over which
the House stands adjourned, and to adjourn
from place to place; to veport on the 27th
October.

Tgr MINISTER FOR MINES:
There was a danger in deciding that the
ecommittee should adjourn from place to
place, before having looked into the
papers. The committee could meet to-
morrow und go into the matter, and if
neceasary members would agree to the
committee's proceeding to Coolgardie to
take evidenco. If the motion were carriad,
1t would creale a precedent which other
committees would daesire to follow in the
future.

Mr. HORAN assured the Minister
that it would be necessary to go to Cool-
gardie at once.

Tuar MINISTER FOR MINES: The
members of the select committee had had
no opportunity of geeing the papers.

Mr. RASON : No bad precedent would
be created by following the course sug-
pested. The whole matter would be dealt
with on its merits, and the mover of the
motion had assured members that it was
necessary to go to Coolgardie. The sole
object of the committee in proceeding to
Coolgardie would be to save expense, to
take evidence at Coolgardie rather than
bring the witnesses to Perth.

Mz, THOMAS: If the select com-
mittee were only to meet in Perth, un-
doubtedly & number of witnesses would
have to attend from Coolgardie, and the
travelling expenses of those witnesses
would have to be paid.
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Mr. Gresory: And the mewmbers
elected on the committee all lived on the
Eastern Goldfields.

Mr, THOMAS: Two of the members
resided in Coolgardie, and in regard to
the otherg there would be no travelling
expenses. It would be infinitely cheaper
for the committee to meet at Coolgardie
than sit in Perth. He would hke to
know if the committee would be able to
have the advice of a solicitor from the
Crown Law Department to guide them
in the questions to be put to witnesses.

Tae SPEAKER: The committee
would have power to call for persons.

Mr. THOMAS: If the committee re-

uired the services of a solicitor from the

rown Law Department, could such
officer be in attendance to give advice?
He intended to sift the matter to the
bottom ; otherwise he would not agree to
serve on the committee.

Question put and passed.

MOTION—PAYMENT OF MEMBERS,
INCREASE.,

Me. E. P. HENSHAW (Collie)
moved :—

That in the opinion of this Houso it is

desirable that payment to membere should he
increased to at least £300 per annam.
He said: This is a very important
question as affecting members, and as a
matter affecting the country it is of small
importance. For years past I have been
advocating payment of members, on the
ground that it would introduce a wider
choice of vopresentatives. We have gesn
in the past where there has been an
absonce of payment that the choies of the
people has been limited to a very great
extent. Wae have seen a position where
ouly wealthy people could be returped,
and the attitude of those people has been
towards the conservation of wealth,
They have been there in the interests of
the wealthy classes, and up to the present
time we have had class legislation of a
very extreme order.

Tre SPEAKER: 'The hon. member is
not in order in referring in that way to
the legislation of Parliament. He must
not reflect on Parliament.

Mr., HENSHAW : Then T will with-
draw that. We have not had the repre-
sentation that the people would bave
desired in the past; but this has been
dispelled somewhat by the affirmation of
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the principle by this State. Within the
lnst two or three years there has been a
small amount passed us payment to
members, which has widened the choice
somewbat; but I contend that if the
amount were tncreased to £300 per
annum we would have a still wider
range of choice than now. The
present amount is insufficient to main-
tain what I would call respectability.
We are called upon to spend a good deal
of that allowance in the form of postages
and in wires. Most of us have to keep
two bhomes, one in the country and one
in the town; and this absorbs the major
portion of the small remuneration we are
at present receiving. If this allowance is
taken on an amount per day it turns out
that we receive I1s. 13d. per day.

Mzr. Gorpoxw: Good value foo, I
reckon.

Mz. Horxins: How many days a
week ?

Mz. HENSHAW: I am referring to
seven days o week.

Mg, Gorpon: Working on Sundays ¥

Me. HENSHAW : I koow I am called
upon to do a good deal of Sunday.work
in connection with the position I occupy,
and I believe many other members are
the same. I have seen members of this
House at home on Sunday besieged from
eight o'clock in the morning till eight
o'clock at might. TUnless the amount is
increased, we have two alternatives; one
is to go back to the old order of things
and limit the choice, and the other is that
members will be compelled to devote a
considerable portion of their time towards
augmenting their salaries. This is not
desirable. I believe we should give the
whole of our time to our duties. There
is plenty to occupy us, and if this increase
is made we shall be able to give that
attention {o our duties which they deserve.
I have pointed out briefly that it affects
country members to a greater extent than
it does those who are representing con-
stituencies near Perth. We have to
epend a considerable amount in travelling
backwards and forwards, which absorbs
to a great extent the amount we receive.
This question was threshed out pretty
fully during the recent election, and
most of the nembers in this Chamber
pledged ' themselves to an increase. 1
know that in my own instance I referred
to this very clearly on the platform,

[5 Ocrouer, 1904.]

to Increuse. 627

and it met with the approbation of the
electors in my constituvency. I may
say farther that when they were selecting
a candidate in the Collie constitnency the
branch of the party with which I have
the honour to beassociated stipulated that
the increased payment should form one
of the planks in our platform. In most
of the other States, in fact T believe inall
the other States, and in New Zealand,
they pay their representatives the same
as I am asking shall be paid to members
of this Chamber, £300 a year. [Interjec-
tion.] Except South Australia. The total
awount of the increase is a small sum, a
maitter of £5,000, and in the other Siates
where they pay this sum of £300 the
membera are not snbjected to the great
atnount of travelling which we do in this
State. [ do wvot intend to take up the
time of the House on this question,
because I believe almost every member in
the Chamber recognises the justice em-
bodied in this motion; therefore I will
commend the motion to members, and
kope they will pass it.

Mg. Rason: When do you wish it to
come into force?

My, HENSHAW: I wish it to take
effect from the 28th June last. -

Mr. A. J. DIAMOND (South Fre-
mantle) : I second the motion,

[A pause ensued.]

Mg. Moraw: Why discuss it? It is
so obvious.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
R. Hastie): I take it that to a large
extent this is a Treasury matter; and in
the absence of the Treasurer 1 propose
the adjournment of the debate.
 Beveran Memsers: No.

Motion (adjournment) put and nega-
tived.

Me. C. H. RASON (Guildford): Surely
upon a question of this kind we are
entitled to hear the views of the Govern-
ment.

Tag Mmierer ror Miwes: If the
House will not wait for the Treasurer,
they cannot hear the views of the Govern-
ment. :

Me. RASON: In the first place I wish
to protest against the manner in which
this motion is being received and treated
by the members of the Government. If
the Treasurer is absent, surely a Minister
of the Crown could have given to the
House sowe idea of the way in which tbe
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responsible Ministry would treat the ques-
tion ; whether they would approve of it,
whether they were prepared to endorse
this motion, or whether they viewed it
with disfavour, Although the Treasurer
is absent, he ouly left Perth this morning.
He surely would not be so neglectful of
his duties as not to give to his colleagues
some iden of the attitude they were to
take up with regard to thie question.

Mr. Scapvan: How long has it been
on the Notice Paper ?

Mz. EASON: Members opposite know
well enongh—if they do not I know well
enough—that this matter has been dis-
cussed amongst members opposite for
weeks past. They have held several
meetings on the question. Every mem-
ber there knew exactly when this question
was going to be brought up. [MEeMBER:
No.] They had a very good idea when
the motion was going to be introduced.

Me. Moran: They wanted to give you
8 chance.

Mr. RASON: That is quite right ; but
I am not taking that chance. Not only
was that the case, but I kmow this, and
indeed it is no secret, for we saw it in the
papers, that they had the audacity to
decide they would not move in this respect,
but that it wonld be far preferable to gat
8, member from this (Opposition) side of
the House to propose the motion, and for
them to give to it their unanimous support.

THe MiNisTER For Mines: Did youn
put that in the Press ?

Mz. RASON: Unfortunately I was not
present at the cancus meeting. T did not
give the information o the Press. Am
I correct in making the assumption that
this motion has the unanimous support of
the Ministry ? If it has not—1I think I
may take it for granted that it has

Tre Minisres ror Mines: Why?

Mr. RASON: Do you contradict?
The hon. member interjects “why ?” I
give him an answer, Mr. Speaker,
through you, in the shape of another
question.

Tee Minisrer ror Mines: Oh!

Me. RASON: It is a familiar and
common way of answering questions. I
make this assertion, and if 1t is not true
I am sure the hon. member will deny it.
I assert that this motion has the unani.
mous support of the Government of this
country.
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Ter Minister For MinEs: I never
heard it before.

Mgz. RASON : That statement remains
uncontradicted.

Tee MivisTER FoB MINES:
heard it before.

Mr. RASON : T repeat, that statement
remains uncontradicted, It bas not been
contradicted, and may I be allowed to
say the members of the Government are
afraid to contradict it.

TaeE MinisteEr For MiNes: Oh!

Mz. RASON : They know very well it
is absolutely true tga.t they dare not
contradict it. The opportunity for con-
tradiction has been given, and bhas not
been availed of. That being so, I am
justified in assuming this motion has the
unanimous support of the members of
the Government. I am surprised that
this should be so, when we have a Gov-
ernment that has told ua it is absolutely
necessary to mark time, that funds are
80 bad that works wmust be stopped in
several directions, that it is absolutely
necessary to economise in every direction ;
and yet almost one of the first motions
mtroduced into this House is to increase
the payment of members’ salaries. It is
not correct to say it would only mean
an estra expense of some £5,000. It
would mean an extra expense of some
£7,000. The hon. member's motion says
“ members of Parliament.” Tt therefore
includes members of the Lepgislative
Council.

Mr. Morax: Tt really does.

Lasovr MEMBERS : No, no.

Mz. Horrins: They must have abol-
ished the Upper House aiready.

Mr. RASON: If members of the
Legislative Council are not members of
Parliament, Labour members have al-
ready achieved thut which they desire to
achieve later on. The motion reads
“members of Parliament.” It un-
doubtedly includes, as it stands, members
of the Legislative Council.

Lasovr Memerr: No; it does not.

Me. RASON: I can only deal with
the motion before me, which distinctly
says ' payment to members of Parlia-
ment.”

Lavoue MEmBER: * Payment to memn.
bers.”

Mz. RASON : What does “ members”
mean but “ members of Parliament ”?

I never
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Me. Hensnaw: The intention was to
malke it apply to members of this House.

Me. RASON : I uccept the statement
that it was intended only to apply to
members of this House; but no ome
would bave gathered it but for the ex-
planation now made. As the motion
stands,it means members of Parliament. I
gather it is intended to only apply to mem-
bers of this House. That is a statement
I will deal with a little later on, but it
does not make the motion any more com-
mendable to myself. Even though it
wounld only involve an expenditure of
£5,000 per annum, are we justified
in going to that expense i the
avowed state of the finances, and
when we are told by the Government
that it is necessary to stop work and
ecomomise in every direction, which
means, if it means anything, thut men
will be thrown out of employment? I
hope not, though in fact they are already.
I hope that many men will not be
deprived of their occupations. We have
men starving, or very nearly starving;
and it is far better to my mind that fifty
members of Parliament should starve
rather thau that 5,000 people should go
wanting. This extra £10U a year which
we are asked to give to ourselves, amount-
ing to £5,000, would keep a great many
people from starving, and would keep
hunger and want from the doors of a
great number of people. We already
bave £200 a year. If it does nothing
more, it at least keeps hunger and want
from our doors. Yet, not satisfied In
securing our positions, so far as we are
concerned, against absolute need, we
must, if you- please, vote the people’s
money to give ourselves another £100 a
year. No one can say that I am so rich
that T can afford to do without this extra
£100. I probably want it as badly as
any member of the House.

Tae MintsTer For MiNEs: You need
not take it.

M=e. RASON: I am not going to take
it. While the finances of this State are
in the condition they are, or we are told
they are—[Dr. Eiris: Do you admit
they are bad ¥|—I should not be jus-
tified, speaking for myself, in accepting
extra payment.

Drk. Exvis: Nothing for work done?

Me. RASON: If a wan were paid
according to the value of his work,
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the member for Coolgardie would get
absolutely nothing. We are told by the
member who introduced this motion that
one of his objects was that there should be
" a wider choice given to the electors. It
was an argument that appealed to me
when I first saw the motion, and I shall
use it against the hon. member. Will
the hon. member tell me that if payment
for members had beea £300 instead of
£200 at the time of the last general
election, there would have been a wider
choice? 'Then some membera sitting
here, able to vote another £100 to them-
selves, would not have been here at all,
[De. Exrrs: Quite right.] If I represent
my constituents, as I hope I do, I like to
be able to say that I represent them in
spite of any man that could have come
forward. I do not wish it to be said of
me: “If payment had been £300 instead
of £200, So-and-so might have come
forward; and if he had, he would have
beaten you.” We know this applies
especially to what are known as the
working classes. We know that a man
in constant employment, a man with a
wife and family, has to think and does
think very seriously before he throws up
hig employment to enter parliamentary
life. If he be a married man with a
family be has to consider not his own
personal desire and not the wishes of
those who are urging him to po into
Parlianment, but he has to consider for
the sake of his wife and family whether
he can afford to do so. The difference
between £200 and £300 a year might,
and would in a majority of cases, make
all the difference. Many a man who
could not and would wot throw up his
position for £200, would feel justified in
doing it for £300 a year. Now if this
motion was to affect the Parliament to
follow us I should bave no serious objec-
tion to it; but I asked the mover of this
motion when he wished it to apply and
when it was to eome into force if earried,
and, if you please, he says: ° Date it
back to the day of the last genmeral
election.”

Lanour MemBeg: That was done last
time.

Mr. RASON : Nothing of the sort.
It was, so to apeak, to date back to the
very moment the hon. member wus in
Parliament. I am surprised that such a
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proposition should come forward from
Labour members themselves.

ME. Bcappan: We agree to the same
principle in Arbitration Court mattera.

Mr. RASON: What was done when
payment of members was introduced in
this House? Payment of members was
urged in this House by the member for
Menzies (Mr. Gregory), and it was
carried in this House; but it was not to
apply to the members of the Parlinment
then sitting; it was to apply to the next
Parliament. That is how affairs were
conducted before the advent of so many
Labour members in this House; and I
regret very much indeed that the advent
of more Labour members should be
signalised by conduct such as this. It
seems to me that, in spite of their boasted
affection for their fellow working men,
they give very little proof of it. It seems
to ms that, on this motion alene, it i
clear that others may be thrown out of
work and may look in vain for their
daily bread, but we care uot so long as
we ourselves can have an extra £100 a

ear,

Tae SPEAKER: I do not think the
hon. member is in order in imputing
that molive to the member who moved
the motion.

Mz, RASON: If I am out of order,
I withdraw the remark. I make no
charge against any individual. I am
speaking of a Labour party which boasts
of looking after its fellowmen; and I
submit that this is very small proof of
its sincerity. We are told that at the
gresent time the choice of members has

een 80 limited that the class of legis-
lation which has passed through this
Agsembly bas been very ome-sided.
Stronger words were used; but since
you, sir, ruled them out of order, I do
not intend to refer to them. However,
that was the effect, that legislation was
one-sided, that it has not been liberal.
I feel bound, for the sake of members
who sat in the Parlinment of Western
Australia for so long, to repudiate that
statement altogether.

Tee SPEAKER: The statement was
withdrawn,

Me. RASON: The actual words were
withdrawn because they were out of
order; but, with all respect, the fact still
remains, and the statement was repeated
in words which put the hon. member in
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order. Certainly, the impression which
the hon. member wished to convey was
conveyed, and remained in the minds of
wmembers of this House. It is that im.
pression which I wish to suy is a false
npression, because members of Parlia-
ment of Western Australia in days gone
by introduced and succeeded in carrying
liberal and progressive measures, some of
the most liberal and progressive on the
statute-books of Australasia; and it is a
very poor return for members who worked
years in and years out without any pay-
ment at all that they should be told that,
becnuse payment now is only £200 a
yoar, it altogether limits the choice of
electors and renders it impossible for
those people who ought to come into
this House, and who would give us better
legislation, to be elected. The attitude I
shall myself take upon this queation is
I think clear. It must be clear to every
member of this House. If the incremsed
payment was to apply to the next Parlia-
ment and not to this, I should have
nothing to say. If circuwstances were
different, perhaps, I should not have so
much to say about it; but I do protest
against this Parliament doing anything
to increase the payment fo itself for ite
own members while we are lold, and we
know, that there are scorss and hundreds
of people out of work.

Mr. WALLACE NELSON (Han-
nans): [ have listened withk a consider-
able degree of pain to the speech which
was Just now delivered, believing as I do
that it appears to lack that sincerity
which generally characterises the utter-
ances of the hon. member. There is
nothing one admires more in this world
than virtue, and nothing that one despises
more than an assumption of superior
virtue where there iz no reason to believe
it exists. I would remind the member
for Gruildford that the party who at the
present time are demanding for the
webers of this House a rise in their
salary

Mz. Hoprtns: Oh, it is & party ques-
tion!

Mr. NELSON : I am willing to admit
that at any rate a large proportion of the
members of this House, though we are
not all at one, believe that a rise in
salary is justified; and I am persuaded
and have no hesitation in saying that
the people who are oulside, those poor
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miserable workers to whom the heart of
the member for Guildford goes out, those
poor miserable wretches who will be
ground to the very dust if that £5,000
should be spent in adequately remune-
rating members of this House, poor
though those people may be, humble
though their homes may be, on the verge
of starvation even though they may be,
I believe that those people are generous
enough, fair. enough, and loyal enough to
the traditions of this House and of this
State, to say that the representatives of
the people should be adequately and
fairly paid. It is unjust to the wen who
bave advocated this increase of salary to
insinuate that they lack sympathy for the
workers. I say that there are men here
who fought for the workers when it was
dangerous to fight for them; who
championed their rights when men of the
type of the member for Guildford were
silent; and I believe that when his
speech goes forth to-morvrow, the
people will know that his pharisaisin, if I
may be permitied to use the word, and
the insinuations he has made againat
members on the Government side of the
House, are unworthy of his character and
of the high position he holds in this
Assembly. I wish to point out that the
member for Guildford appears to be as
inaccurate in his statements as he is
ungenerous in his general attitude to-
wards the Labour partv. He deliber-
ately informs the House that when the
member for Menzies (Mr. Gregory) intro-
duced a motion for the payment of
members, the Bill was not made retro-
gpective; that it applied purely to
subsequent Parliaments; and he even
went so far as to compare the marvellons
virtues of the House of that day with
the degenerate condition of the present
House. That thero may be no mis-
understanding, I will quote the words of
the Act: “This Act may be cited as the
Payment of Members Act.”

Mz. Grecory: Will you not quote
the motion affirming the principle ?

Mg. NELSON: Iam quoting the Act.
I beg the member for Guildford to
correct his knowledge of the subject by
pa.yii.'lg careful attention to the following
words :—

As from the first day of the present session
of Parliament every person while a member of
the Legislative Council, except as provided by

[5 Ocroser, 1904.]
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Section 4, shall be entitled to receive from the
Colonial Treasurer out of the consolidated
revenue payment at the rate of £200 per
annum; and every person while a member of
the Legislative Assembly, except aa aforesaid,
shall be entitled to receive in like wanner
paywment at the rate of £200 per annum.

That is to say, from the first day of the
session of Parliament in which the Act
was passed. So that the member for
Guildford, as I huve already hinted, is
as inaccurale in his statements as he is
ungenerous in the imputation of um.
worthy motives. Another consideration.
Members on this side of the Housge are in
hooour bound, in point of honesty and
fidelity to their pledges, fo support
this motion. I would remind members
that in the last session of Parliameat
the Labour members supported the
increase of salaries. On that occasion
we were told that it would be all right in
the next Parliament, though it was all
wrong in that one. Now we are told it
will be all right in the next Parliament;
and if we wait till the next Parliament, I
suppose it will be the Parliament after
that, and =0 on for ever and ever.

Mz. RASON (in explanation}: I find
that I made o mistake when I said that
the Act applied to the new Parliament.
The actual position was that a motion
was iotroduced in the last session of
a Parliament which was then four years
old, The member introducing the motion
did not seek to make it retrospective at
all. Members of future Parliaments were

.to be paid. But when the Bill was

introduced it wus made retrospective to
the extent of that session--the last
sesgion of that Parliament, That position
is, however, very different from the
present.

Mr. NELSON : There is no fuunda-
mental difference ; and although I accept
the statement of the hon. mamber, and
believe that he spoke in perfeet sincerity,
I still submit that originally he inaccu-
rately described the real state of affairs.
But I desire to point out that the Labour
members supported the increase in mem-
bers’ salaries. They did so openly and
avowedly. They made no mistake about
it. They spoke in its support and re-
corded their votes in favour of the
motion. And when subsequently they
went to the country, wherever the ques-
tion came up, they openly declared that
the salary was inadequate; and T say
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that when we bear these facts in wind,
when we bear in mind firstly that the
Labour members of this House advo-
cated the increase, that subsequently
they voted for the increase, that the

went to their constituents who wit

these facts staring them in the face re-
turned them in relatively overwhelming
numbers to this House, these facts prove
conclusively that the great body of the
people, unlike the member for Guildford,
are in favour of adequately remunerating
the men who do the work in this
Chamber. I do not wish to labour the
question. I say that I could quite under-
stand a member holding that payment
of members is wrong in principle. But
80 long as it is a priaciple, so long arit is
accepted as reasonable that the members
of this House should be paid for their
gervices to the country, then I think it
the duty of the country to adequately
remunerate those services. If payment
of members is wrong, let us abolish it;
but if it is a just principle, let us apply
thab principle in a manner worthy of the
great country to which we belong.

Me. E. NEEDHAM (Fremantle): I
regret exceedingly that on this occasion I
ghall have tosupport someof the remarks
of the leader of the Opposition (Mr.
Rason). While I agres with some of his
remarks, I shall certainly not allow to
Ea.ss unchallenged the imputations he

as cast on the Labour party as sup-
porters of this motion. I daresay almost
every member recognises the necessity
for the proposed increase. T recognise
it; but I do not feel justified in voting to
myself on this occasion an increase of
palary without consulting my electors.
The member for Hannans (Mr. Nelson)
has stated that members on the Govern-
ment side of the House are all pledged
to the principle. [SEverAL MEMBEERS:
No.] He said that members on this
side of the House advocated on the
hustings the inerease in the payment of
members. Anyhow, I was not tied on
the question in any way. I can assure
the House that during the time I was on
the hustings the question was not men.
tioned. It was understood that if T were
elected T should receive a salary of £200
a year. If I were working for a private
employer, and bad engaged to start with
him at 8s. or 9. per day, if T found I
were worth more I should at least ask
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him for an inerease. I should not have
the privilege or the opportunity of voting
that money to myself. That being so, I
do not feel inclined to support this
motion now. Members may say, what
would you do if something else tranapired
on which you had no opportunity of con-
gulting your constituents ! I should do
just what I am doing to-night, act
according to my own discretion ; take the
best powsible stand I could so far as my
scruples would allow me; and then give
an account of my stewardship after-
wards. T regard the present remunera-
tion of members as inadequate; but I
deny che right of members to vote them-
sckves increases of salary without giving
the electors a chance to say through the
bullot-box whether members deserve the
inerease or whether it shall be paid them.
I grant the supportersof thismotion thatif
our salaries were increased we should have
better facilities for travelling round the
State than we at present enjoy. We wish
to keep in touch with every part of the
State, for our doing so has an educative
effect. And as most members on the
Government gide are devoting all their
time to their parlamentary duties, I
cousider that the proposed increase is
justified. But I wish the wmandate io
come from the people, wnd not from
members of this Chamber. I will vote
against the motion, and will pive an
account of my stewardship to those who
gent, me here.

Mz. Hopring: Minister!

M=z. C. C. EEYSER (Albany): I
object to Ministers being called on. In
my opinion, private members of Parlia-
ment should speak for themselves. Iam
much in favour of the increase of pay-
ment, and am justified, inasmuch as my
constitueney has the same feeling. When
I was contesting my election, the question
wag asked whether, if returned, I should
be in favour of the increase; and T said I
should undoubtedly favour it, explaining
that I considered it the duty of a member
of Parliament to make himself acquainted
not only with every part of his own dis-
trict, but with every constituency through-
out the State. T venture to say that a
man like myself, who is totally dependent
on his salary as a member, must find it
utterly impossible to travel throughout
the State. And so, in order that I way
be able to travel more and that T may be
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fairly remunerated for my service—as I
do not think I am now, although other
members may have a different opinion—
I am in favour of this increase. The
ex-Premier (Mr. Walter James), in speak-
iog of this principle, eaid he was in favour
of it because non-payment of members
nowadays was almost as much out of date
as would be an inquestto ascertain whether
a person was affected with a devil or |
with witcheraft.

Mz. Rason: That wus prior to pay-
ment of members,

Mr. KEYSER: No. I am quotiog
from Homsard a speech of 1903. Mr.
James said we were commited to payment
of mewbers, and wisely committed. This
is an aspect we must consider. If pay-
ment of members had not been in vogue,
we should not have had 22 Labour mem-
bers returned at the last election. That
is & farther point,. that almost half the
members of the House are here simply
und solely because of the principle of
payment of wembers. That being the
case, we have ample justification in asking
for an ioereage in the payment to wem-
bers. I regret the lanpuage used by the
member for Guildford: he was most
dramatic in his attitude, and bis remarks
in imputing motives to this side of
the House were unworthy. 1 have not
the slightest hesitation in telling members
that I believe in payment of merbers,
and I believe that £200 a year is not
sufficient. The member for Guildford
said it was something to be ashamed of.
In my opinion it is nothing to be ashamed
of. I have been returned to represent
my constituents, and Iam going to repre-
sent them as far as my ability allows, 1
am going to do what T can consistent
with honesty of purpose. I am deter-
mined, as far as I am able, to be their
representative who will receive the credit
of this House, 80 that when I go back to
my constituents I shall be returned and
they will be able to say, *“He did his
duty and he did it well” On the other
hand I wunt my constituents to remember
that I have served them faithfully and
have dove my duty, and want to be
paid for it. I venture to say the
country should pay a member of Parlia.
ment and pay him well. I am not going
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to the hustings to agitate for eight hours
a day and fair wages for men, and come
into the House and work long hours of |
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labour to receive a salary which is not
sufficient to keep me.

Mz. Frang Wison: Three days a
week.

Mz. KEYSER : Yes, three days a week.
What does it mean at the present time ?

Mr. Navson: What were you getting
before you came here P

Mr. KEYSER : That is a very imper-
tinent question, but it may be con-
gistent with the hon. member's general
character. This is the point I want to
come to, that when I put up for election
this question wag asked, “ If returned,
will you live in your constituency”? I
am pledged to live in the Albany district.
Tbat means that when the sittings of the
House are over, I must go to Albany and
live there; and I say at the present time
it is most difficult for me to keep within
the bounds of £200 a year, with the
utmost economy. It is just as much a8
I can do to live on £200 a year, having to
live at Albany and come to Perth tu
attend to my parliamentary duties.
Without going father inte personal
matters, I want to impress every member
that on this question I am honestly in
favour of the moticn, because I believe
members who are giving up positions to
serve the country ought to be paid well,
at all events sufficient to keep them out
of debt.

Mz. J. M. HOPEINS (Boulder): I
do not hesitate to write down the actions
of the Ministry to-night as the wmast
scandalous that I have ever witnessed
since I have been a member of the House,
I repeat that statement: the actions of
the Miuistry in regard to this question I
deem to be the most scandalous of any-
thing I have witnessed as a member of
the House. T say that emphatically and
after mature consideration, and I mean
it. ‘To-morrow morning the Press of the
Btate are amply justified in writing down
the members of the Assembly as a crowd
of canting hypocrites. 1 bave heard
speeches like tbat by the member tor
Haunnans to-night in the Sydney Domain
and on the Melbourne wharves befors
to-day.

MeuBer: What were you doing there ?

Mz. HOPKINS: A member inter-
jects. T was there listening to the kind
of thing we frequently hear from the
member for Coolgardie. Referring to
the Notice Paper which has been occupy-
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we find that the member for Hannans
moved : —

That 1n consequence of the need of readjust-
ing the legiglative machinery of the State in
harmony with the new conditions introduced
by the establishment of the Commonwealth,
and in order to effect needful economies, this
House is of opinion that the office of Stae
Governor should be abolished and its duties
performed by the Chief Justice of the State.

Me. Necson: So do you.

Mr. HOPKINS: I do hold with it,
and I moved for it at a period in the
Purliament when the question was not as
popular as it appears to-day, with the
blind following sitting on the other side
of the House. There is another notice
on the paper at the present time, moved
by the member for Coolgardie.

Tue SPEAKER: The hon. member is
not in order in referring to these other
motions.

Mr. HOPKINS: In view of the hon.
member for Hannans having tabled two
motions, the one bearing upon the face of
it an accusation against the other of
mendacity, surely the question of
expenditure ——

Tue SPEAKER : The hon. member is
not in order in using that term.

Me. HOPEINS: What, mendacity ?

TeE SPEAKER: Yes.

Me. HOPKINS: Then I withdraw
the term, and say the mewber for
Hannans, in keeping with his little
way, has moved a motion in the
affirmative, and immediately has wmoved
anotber in the negative.

Me. W. NELSON: I rise to a point
of order. I moved one motion aud no
other, and I ask if the member for
Boulder is correct in declaring that I
moved two motions when I only moved
one? .

Mre. HOPEINS: The hon. member
moved one motion——

Me. Moran: He moved one and
pushed the other.

Mr. HOPKINS: Yes; to use the
interjection of the member for West
Perth, the hon member guve the other
motion a friendly help. I do not think
it is possible to deal with the question
without introducing its financial aspect.
Before I conclude I am going to move an
amendment :—

That in view of the House having this day
affirmed the necessity to effect needful
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economies, the question of an increase of
payment to members should be deferred for
the present session.

I shall await with interest the vote that
will be taken on this amendment. The
member who represents Collie has moved
“That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that payment to members
sbould be increased to at least £300 per
anoum.” 1 assume that the party hus
thrown this out as a feeler to see if it is
possible to get £500 per annum. How
else could we interpret the wording of
that motion ? The member for Hannans
stated that it was the desire of the party
to do certain things, and they wish to
increase their salaries.

Mz. Kevser: Did he not qualify the
remark ?

Mr. HOPKINS: After an interjec-
tion made from the Opposition side, the
hon. member found he had given away
one of the cawcus secrets, and in cou-
sequence he tried to rectify the staterent
8o injudicionsly made., That the choice
would be considerably widened no person
will deny, and if the salary of o member
of Purliament was incresased to £1,000 a
year we might see exemplified the
cartoon which appeared in the Western
Muail recently, where the returning officer
exclaims, * There is no one to vote: they
are all candidates.” That is the object
and the ounly position that can come
from it. If members of Parliament were
paid £1,000 a year there would not be
the same scramble for office.

Me. Morar: Pay Ministers £800 a
year and members £1,000.

Mg. HOPKINS : We have a Govern-
ment in power ut the present time whose
advent heralded the policy of * mark time,”
whose financial policy is that we should
mark time, that there must be a decrease
in expenditure, that this country eannot
afford a public works policy. These are
the statements which have fallen from
the Colonial T'rcasurer, the present Prime
Minister of the State. We have had a
Bill lately introduced to establish a
Public Service Commissioner, which will
mean the creation practically of a new
department. I do not suppose, when it
is all said and done, that the expenses
will be under £3,000 to £5,000 a year
for that item alone.

MemBER: You wanted to appoint an

| additional Judge.



Payment of Members :

Me. HOPKINS: The Government
wished to appoint a Commissioner of the
Supreme Court, who would be paid, T
suppose, the same salary as a Judge.
Thut would mean another appeintment
made by the party who stand for
economy. I do not suppose the Govern-
ment would appoint & Commissioner for
the fun of removing him. The idea is
that there is work for hin to do. It
cannot De anticipated that even the
Labour party would appoint a Com-
missioner without making provision for
his salary. We have had a large
inerease In expeaditure recently, more
particularly during the last three years,
since federation was established, all
the new expenditure as to the estab.
lishment of federation; and what
economies which most of us anticipated
would be possible have so far been
effected? It was eaid there was a
possibility of a High Commissioner
being appointed, which would have
obviated the necessity of keeping so many
Agents General in London. That is the
first mine that has been exploded. Then
the Government were going to effect
economy by giving the Agent Gteneral
#£1,000 a year, but they reconsidered the
question and gave him £1,500. We
have a Federal High Court and all the
increased expenditure in conuection with
the establishmeat of the Commonwealth:
For my part, I strongly advocated in the
House economies following on the advent
of federation. The obligation is cast on
the State Parliament, as far as practic-
able, to bring about a veduction in the
annual expenditure. I can cite many
instances of civil servants in the employ
of the country working just as hard and
just as long, and indeed longer than the
mewber for Albany or the member for
Hannans; men who have got wives and
families to support, and who are doing it,
probably on £130 or £140 per annum,
They have no free passes to travel on the
railways. T can cite the cage of the head
of a family in the civil service of the
country drawing under £100 & year; yet
we have members here drawing £200 a
year, and at this period iz the Parla-
ment a proposal comes down to increase
the salary by fifty per cent.

ME. Borrox: Does it cost a member
nothing for dovations ?
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Mgr. HOPKINS: I suppose there is
an end to the folly of most men, and if it
pleases the member for North Fremantle
{(Mr. Bolton) to contribute largely to
all the sports and kindred associations
throughout the State, I do not think it
is fair for him to turn round and try and
impose the penalty of his misdeeds upon
the people of this country. Many eivil
gervants in this State have wives and
families to maintain on a remuneration
closely approximating to £100, £130,
£150, £180, or £200 a year; these men
are denied the privilege of earning a shil-
ling outside. That is a privilege which is
not denied the members of this House.
[MevBER: It should be.] We know
perfectly well many members of Parlia-
ment are able to earn in addition more
than they receive from the coffers of the
State. On the other hand, under the
Civil Service Bill civil servants are all
required to take out a life insurance
policy, which will mature T suppose at
sixty vears of age, or at the time of their
demige. T believe members of this House
are all qualified for old age pensions, and
in order to make assurance doubly sure
the party on the Government side have
made old age pensions the first plank in
their platform to receive attention. I
believe that to wake assurance still more
sure the Minister for Works (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) and the Colomial See-
retary (Hon. G. Taylor) made it their
business to look at the site of the Old
Men’s Depbt. I would not be sure
whether it was the Old Men’s Depét or
the Lunatic Asylum. I should say they
are both most appropriute. I do not
want to take up the time of the House.
I can perfectly understund that a gentle-
man like the member who represents
Albany (Mr. C. C. Keyser), who has
known a position of great affluence in his
early period, now finding himself an
under-paid servant of the Crown deawing
a salary about 35 to 50 or 100 per cent.
more than be ever drew before, is badly
hurt, However, I want to take the
opportunity, for my own part, of saying
that whilst we have nurses in the hos-
pitals of this country working, as we
know they are, 12 hours a day for a
miserable salary of from £50 to £75a
year, and whilst we have civil servants
maintaining wives and families on a
salary of £100 or £150




636 Payment of Members :

[ASSEMBLY.]

to Increase.

Me. Scappan: You should have said | Dbers representing portiona of the State
that before when the matter was dis. |

cussed.
Mr. HOPKINS: And whilst we have
a Govermmnent that calls for economy, I

maintain that the present period, in face |

of the resolution moved by the member
for Hannans (Mr. W. Nelsor) and car-
ried by the House this evening, is not an

appropriate time for the concession sought |

by the member for Collie (Mr. Henshaw).
I desire to move an amendment :—

That all the words after “that” be struck
out, with’ a view of ipserting the following:
“In view of the House having this day
affirmed the necessity to effect neadful econo-
mies, the question of an increase of payment
to n}emkers shonld be deferred for the present
BessEIon.,

Me. M. F. TROY (Mount Magnet): I
was somewhat surprised at hearing the
remarks to-night from the leader of the
Opposition (Mr. Rason), and also the
member for Boulder (Mr. Hopkinsg). T
was npaturally surprised, because from
extracts quoted by the member for
Hannang those members have not always
been consistent. I look upon it also as
rather sowewbat approaching hypocrisy.

Tue SPEAKER: The hon. member
i8 out of order.

Mg. TROY : 1 was not in the Chamber
at the time, but I believe the mover said
that if adequate remuneration were given
for members’ services, a better class of
legislator would result. I do not alto-
gether hold with that; but the leader of
the Opposition seems to bold with it or
something to that effect. He will no
doubt remember that he ut ome time
represented the constituency which I
now have the honour to represent. There
was no payment of members existing at
that time. I cannot say whether that
constibuency wes as well represented then
as it was later on, but some people sav it
waa not. Possibly that was because the
remuneration was not adequate. That
may have had a great deal to do with it.
I will support the meotion as moved by
the member for Collie, becavse through-
out a great part of the State everyome
returned as a member of this Assembly
had » mandate to secure udequate
remuneration in connection with his
services in this House. I think it was
generally recognised that the remunera-
tion was inadequate, and that those mem-

removed from the metropolis had to
incur greater expense; expense which
the member for Guildford (Mr. C. H,
Rason) has not to undergo, and which
other members can ill afford. In con-
nection with such members I think it
only fair that some increased remunera.
tion should be given, and in my opinion
the time is now opportune. If the
finances of the State are notin a position
te beur this extra remuperation, we may
assume that the Op position are responsible
for that state of affuirs. Members now
on the Opposition side filled the Treasury
benches quite recently, and if the present
Government have found the finances
in a very bad condition, that, in my
opinion, must reflect discredit on the
previous occupants of the Treasury
benches. The member for Beulder spoke
with a great deal of feeling about
scrambling for office by the present
occupants of the Treasury henches; but
I thiok he must sdmit that never was
there a more undignified state of things
presented to this House than the relue-
tance with which the men who occupied
the Treasury benches left them.

Me. C. H. RABON: I must at once
agk the hon, member to withdraw that
remark. It is a reflection upon the
leader of the Opposition. He says that
with the greatest reluctance the party I
belong to left the Treasury benchea, On
the contrary ; but for the opportunity we
gave, wo should probably not have left
those benches at all.

Mg. TROY: If T am out of order, I
shall withdraw.

Tae SPEAKER: I do not think the
hon. member was out of order.

Mz. TROY : Certainly it appeared to
me as 8 new member that they did leave
the Treasury benches with considerable
reluctance, and I believe they left them
for the country’s good.  Although mem.
bers on the Opposition side who spoke
against this metion referred feelingly to
the wants of the people of this Stats, we
pever heard of anything they had done
for the people; we never heard of their
having championed the cause of the
people. Now, of course, they can show
that virtue which did not exist some time
ago. They appeal to the Press to cry
down this {Labour) party throughout the
State because of its having proposed this
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motion. * Thet is nothing new to this
party. This party has ever been mis-
represented, and misrepresented to no
purpose. No party has been more mis-
represented ; and if in this instance it is
also done, then I can hardly think it will
do the party much harm. We have at
the present time a portion of the Press
here always harassing the Government on

every possible opportunity. -Still the
Government exists.

Me. W. B. Gorpon: “Exists,”
exactly.

Mr. TROY: Of course, we recognise
that if we were not on these benches,
those now on the Opposition benches
would soon get votes in favour of this
motion. I think you are —

Tae SPEAKELR: The hon. member
must address the Chair.

Mr. TROY : I think the game of ins.
and-outs would be played. When there
is an opportunity for members to hear
something important we can always con-
fidently expect the member for Boulder
will give that opportunity to the Press.
The member for Boulder naturally believes
that the country has such confidence in
him that it will believe everything he
says in this Chamber.

Mg. Hopewve: It is jolly good, is it
not?

Mz. TROY : There is no necessity for
my saying much more on this question,
because I intend to vote for the motion,
and I feel sure also that members on the
Opposition benches are perfectly satisfied
the motion will be carried. There are
many on the Opposition side of the
House who have a mandate from their
constituents to have an increased remu-
neration in connection with their parlia-
mentary daties.

M=z. Grecory: What are the Govern-
ment going to do?

Mr. TROY: We look towards the
members of the Opposition, because we
know at the present time they are more
deeply conﬁerned than are the Govern-
The
salaries as Ministers of the Crown.

Mz, Gorpon: Is it not divided ?

Mz. TROY: The Opposition unfor.
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Government have their

tunately have not that particular sum at -

the present time.

- Mg, Moran: They are very generous :

—they do not want it; but your leaders
will not look after you.
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Mg. TROY: I say emphutically that
this is not a party question.

Me. Mozan: It looks very like it

Mr. TROY: When the member for
West Perth went before his constituents,
he advocated that wembers’ salaries
should be increased to £400.

Mr. Scanpan: And promised to move
it at the first opportunity.

Tue CoLoNIAL SECEETARY: And the
people returned him on it.

Me. Moran; Are you sure it was
£400? Wus it not £500°?

Mr. TROY: Four hundred pounds
will meet my argument.

Mg. Moraw: 1 think it was £300, was
it not ?

Mz. TROY : If this was discussed, as
we are told by the member for Guildford,
in caucus, I heard nothing of it—I say
emphatically I heard nothing of it. If
the matter was discussed in caucus, I
must confess I did not hear any remarks
about it.

Me. Moran: None so deaf as those
who will not hear.

Mr. TROY: The first intimation I
had that the matter was discussed in
caucus was when I returned from the
Murchison. I then saw it in the West
Australian, or perhaps in the Herald.

Tee Minmsrer ror Works: That
would be more accurate.

Me. TROY: Asthe hon. member says,
any information derived from the Herald
would be meore authentic.

Mr. Nawsow: It was in
Notes,” I think.

Mz. TROY: Of course ths * Lahour
Notes" are written by the member for
Greencugh. I want an increased re-
muneration, and I havc no hesitation in
saying that I would go buck to my con-
stituents and tell them what I have done
in this matter, just as on every possible
occasion I have done my best to see that
the poor starving workera mentioned by
the member for Guildford have received
every support that I could give them in
getting fair remuneratioy for their work.

Me. Moraw: Why don't you cite a
case for the Arbitration Court?

Me. TROY: Tintend to support the
motion.

Mz. C. J. MORAN (West Perth): I
have always held, during my number of
years in public life, that it was incumbent
upon the people to treat with respect and

“ Labour
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look up to their leaders who represented
them 1n Parliament. I hold that view
still. It is not good for the country that
members of Parliament should not have
sufficient to move about as becomes the
position of those who legislate for the
State. I believe in increased payment to
members; but 1 must express astonish-
ment at the lame and halting way in
which the Government have approached
the matter at the present time. That is
where I find fault, and the blame is
magnified al! the greater wheu the Gov-
ernment are simply the executive wing of
a caucus which is the majority on this
side of the House. It is part of the
pledged platform of the party to which
every member of the Ministry in this
House belongs.

Lapour MEmerr: What is that?

Mr. MORAN: Increased payment
to members,

Lapour Memess:
platform.

Me. MORAN: Iknowit is. I have
naver come across a Labour man, in or out
of Parlinment, who does not believe in
adequate remuneration for members of
Parliament; and £200 is not adequate.
T believe I advocated before the electors
of Weat Perth that £300 was a fair
remuaeration for members of this House.
I think £200 is an unfair remuneration
for members of avother place; but thut
iz another matter. I very much regret
the loss of the traditions of responaible
government, and the loss of the tradi-
tions of whal a Government should bein
leading the people’s House on such a
gueslion as this. To think that we to-
night might commit the country on a
question of this kind while the Ministry
remain silent, either not having made
up their minds or, in the absence of the
gentleman who leads them, afraid to
make up their minds, is altogether
against the best traditions of Parliament.
It would be more becoming on the part
of the Government had they come down
with z policy recommending an increased
payment of members to £300 a year.
That would bave been a manly way of
carrying out fhe matter. The Govern-
ment should take the responsibility upon
their own shoulders. They have the op-
portunity, having a following that other
Governments have not bad 1m Western
Australia, a pledged party of 22 votes,

It is not in the
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and Leing kept in power by the votes of
some other members williug to give them
fair play and willing to support them in
8, measure of this kind because they
believein it. But they do not believe in
arrogating to themselves the functions of
the Ministry, or in puiting into a corner
any Ministry, though such Ministry are
preferring to sit calmly by like ducks in
a thunderstorm while the rain sweeps
over them, taking no responsibility. In
the circumstances I demand from the
Ministry of the day an ezpression of
opinion on this matter.

Mr. Bovrow: There will be an ex-
pression before the gquestion is put.

Mr. MORAN: In order that thig in-
formation may be given, and given
deliberately, I will not be one to corner
the Ministry in any way. I do not think
it will hurt to leave the question over for
a day or two. The leader of the House
may not have known that {this motion was
coming on to-day, as many important
motions were before it on the Notice
Paper, and one would not have imagined
thut such an importent motion as this
would have come on to-day. 1 had it on
my mind that the important question of
the State Governor would have lusted for
hours, as it was entitled to do hud it not
been amended in the way it was. T
therefore ask that the usual practice
ahall be followed in this watter, and that
we shall adjourn the debate so that the
Premier, who is doing his duty at
Northam to-day and who might be
surprised, may have an opportunity of
putting up a Minister to speak on the
matter. T ask for this, since I see that
the members of the Ministry are not
going to speak.

M=. Rason: They are entitled to it.

Mr. MORAN: They are not entitled
to it whils there is 2 responsible Minister
in the House. He should have been
armed with an expression of opinion from
hig leader on the matter. Since we see
that the Government have not considered
the question, I ¢rave for them an oppor-
tunity of giving an expression of opinion
on the subject. We can then see
~ whether the Premier will act in keeping
l with his ezpressed policy, or that, not-
| withstanding, he considers the matter of
| £5,000 is not of such importance as to

prevent his agreeing to members of
| Parlisment having decent salavies. If
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the Government introduce a measure to
pay members £300 a year I shall support
it. It is my opinion that the affairs of
this country are not in so0 sorry or sad a
state that the payment of that amount is
to bave sach u significant effect on the
finances.  In a country with a revenue
of three and a-half millions, and luxuri-
ating in a prosperity unknown in the
world to-day, I do not think that a
matter of £5,000 should stand in the
way of a great principle of this kind;
but I demnand responsible government,
and T wish to see the Ministry I support
respongive to their duty. 8o I suggest
that the debate be adjourned in order
that we may get an expression of opinion
on this matter from the Premier.

Me. GreGorY: Do not let us adjourn.
One of the Ministers may speak.

Mz. T. H. BATB : I move the adjourn-
ment of the debate.

Motion (adjournment) put, and a
division taken with the following re-
sult :—

Ayes .21
Noes - v . 15
Majority for 6
Area. Woxs,

. Mr. Brown
e o e o

. on . Gregory
Mr. Dismond Mr. Haoyward
Me. Ellis Mr. Hicks
Mr, Haatie Mr. Hopkins
My, Heitmann Mr. M
Mr. Henshaw Mr, N, J. Moore
Mr., Holman Mz. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Horan Mr, Nanson
Mr. Iadell r. Rason
Mr. Jobnson Mr. Thomns
Mr, Keyaar My, A.J, Wilson
Mr. Moran Mr. Fronk Wilson
My, Nesdham Mr. Gordon {Tsller).
Mr, Nelson .
Mr, Beaddan
Mr. Taylor
Mr, ‘I‘r{i‘y
Mr, F, ¥, Wilson
Mr. Gill (Taller).

Motion thus passed, and the debate
adjourned.

MOTION—ADJOURNMENT.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (at 10
o’clock) was understood to move ¢ That
the House do now adjourn.”

Question put and negatived,

INSPECTION OF MACHINERY BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Resumed from the previous sitting;
Mz. Barx in the Chair, the MINIsTER
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FoR Mines (Hon. R. Hastie) in charge
of the Bill,
New Clause—Winding engine-drivers
to be examined by medical practitioner:
De. ELLIS moved that the following
be inserted as Clause 67 :—

(1.) Any person in charge of a winding
engine used for raising or lowering men or
materials on any mine shall be examined once
at least in every 18 months by a duly qualified
medical practitioner, who shall furnish a cer-
tificate stating that such person is not subject
to deafness, defective vigion, epilepsy, or other
physical infirmify which would render him
unfit for hia duties; which certificate shall be
delivered to such person and produced by him
for inspection by the Inspector of Machinery
for the district, or other authorigzed person,
whea required.

(2.} Any engine-driver who, in the opinion
of a duly qualified medical practitioner, is not
in a fit state to fake charge of a winding
engine shail forthwith desist from working
the same, but may take charge of any other
stationary engine which in the opinion of the
inspector he may safely do.

{3.) Any engine-driver who does not comply

with the provisions of this section shall be
linbls to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds, in
addition to the cancellation of his certificate
by the Board of Examinera appointed under
Section 56.
This would protect miners from an avi-
dent danger. If a winding engine-driver
suffered from a permanent or a temporary
complaint, there should be a method of
removing him from his charge. Recently
a wan afflicted with a tumor on the brain
had charge of a wieding engine, and con-
tinued in churge, though hiz medical
attendant informed him of the danger.
That man could not be punished, and the
doctor could not betray a confidence by
giving the information to others. The
responsibility must vherefore be placed on
the engine-driver. A muil steamer was
recently lost at the entrance to Hobson’s
Bay becanse the pilot was suffering from
Bright’s disease; and a similarly diseased
engine-driver might wreck a cage and
canse congiderable logs of life. It wasno
hardship: that drivers should undergo a
medical examination every 18 months, to
ensure that they were not suffering from
any cardinal complaint. The remaining
subclauses sought to prevent a man from
wilfully taking charge of machinery when
be had no right to do so. The moral
effect of the clause would be considerable,
and would avert disaster which was other-
wise sure to happen.
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Tue MINISTER FOR MINES sup-
ported the clause generally, though the
words “mines or” should be inserted
before “machinery,” in line 6 of Sub-
clause 1. The Iuspector of Mines ought
to have this power of inapection ; for it was
intended that the Inspector of Machinery
should travel through the country, the
goldfields especially, about once a year,
whereas the visits of the Inspector of
Mines should be frequent, and it would
be more convenient that he should see
that the men had the certificates. In
the past no one was granted a first-class
certificate authorising him to dvive an
engine unless his sight and peneral health
were good. The present rule was prac-
tically to the effect of the new clause.
Apparently members acquainted with the
engine-drivers’ point of view did not
anticipate any difficalty. It was of great
importance that the drivers of such
machinery, on whom so much depended,
should be competent; and the clause
would ensure a medical examination every
18 months, to ascertain whether they still
retaived the competency which they had
when first certificated.

Dr. ELLIS accepted the amendment
suggested.

Mg. SCADDAN : While drivers of
winding engines should be. periodically
examined, the new clanse would prove
rather harsh to engine-drivers, especially
those in ontlying districts. The Govern-
ment hospital doctors should examine the
drivers free of charge. That a driver
should every 18 montbs pay an examina-
tion fee, which was sometimes heavy,
would be unjust. Moreover, there was
no provision that the driver should pass
a medical examination before receiving
his certificate ag driver.

Teeg Minisrer : That was the existing
rule. .

Mz. SCADDAN: No. The board
which gave him his certificate did not ask
for proof of his physical fitness. True,
the board might have demanfed proof
of this, though none but a doctor could
determine such a question ; and even if &
mate of the engine-driver were aware that
the driver was unfit to be in charge, it
wag not to be expected that the mate
would give informafion. The clause
should apply in none but populous
centres; for drivers should not have to
travel many miles every 18 months to
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get medical certificates. Every three
yeara would be often enough; and if the
certificate left the health of the applicant
in doubt, the buard should have power
to call on him to appear again in six
months, There were only one or two
cases of accidents caused by the illness of
engine-drivers.

Me. A. E. THOMAS: Clanse 57
stated that ll applications for examina-
tion should be forwarded to the Chief
Inspector of Machinery at Perth, aceom-
panied by a certificate of a medical prac-
titioner that the applicant was not
subj ¢t to any physical iofimnity which
would render him unfit for his duties.
The new clause provided only that
the driver should continue physically
fit, or might in default be removed.
The amendment was necessary ; but per-
haps the words ““or materials” could be
left out. There would be no danger
whatever to the men in the shaft where
materialy only were raised. In cases
where small hoists for material were used
the engine-driver need not have a first.
class certificate.

Tee MINISTER: No person should
be allowed to work in a shaft or at the
bottom of a shaft unless the man in
charge of the engine had a first-class
eertificate. If men were working in a
shaft where materials were being brought
to the surfuce and sowmething went wrong,
the engine would have to stand still. It
would be difficult to leave out the words
* or materinle.” There were many shafts
whers men usvally travelled by ladder,
but often men were working at the
bottom of the shaft and in the shuft
itself. He could not see a way to meet
the objection. As to the remarks of the
member for Yvanhoe, if 1t were necessary
to examine engine-drivers at Kalgoorlie
and large centres, then engine-drivers
employed out back should also be ex-
amined. It was thought in the first
instance that engine-drivers should be
medically examined every 12 months, but
after discussing the question the period
was exiended to 18 months, It was
thought that in that time engine-drivers
would be near a doctor, so that they could
be examined within the 18 months. The
member for Ivanhoe also suggested that
an arrangement might be made by the
department with the officers in public
hospitals so that engine-drivers could
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obtain certificates free of charge. Engine-
drivers were able to pay a small fee of,
sny, §s. If the amendment were passed

he would see the matter was looked into -

and that arrangements were made to mest
the case. .

Me. GREGORY : Perbaps it would be
well to report progress at this stage.
There was a phase of the question which
had not been raised by the member for
Dundas which was well worthy of con-
sideration. A man might be driving a
winding engine which was only raising
water, in which case a first-class certificate
should not be needed by the engine-driver.
The proposal might be altered to read
“any person bemg the holder of a first-
class certificate,” and then some words
could be inserted so that dn engine-driver
whils following his occupation every 18
months should pass an examination, If
s man went awny from his work as
engine-driver for two or three years he
ghould be compelled to have a certificate
on returning to such work. There was
no element of danger where an engine
was used for raising ma,tena,ls, go then
the necessity for examining the engine-
driver did not exist.

Tar MINISTER : There was no water
shaft where water was hauled by bucket or
by cage in which men had not to travel
at least once a week in the shaft, because
something was sure to go wrong in the
shaft,

Mgr. GrEGORY:
to be ladder ways.

Tue MINISTER : But it would be
impossible to reach the obstruction from
the ladder ways.

Mz. THOMAS : Where an engine was
employed to carry material to an inclined
stack or to a battery, it would not be
necessary to employ a certificated engine-
driver. It would be a distinet hardship
to say that the man who was driving such
an engine should obtain a certificate,
because no danger existed.

Tae Minisrer: This provision had
been the law of the Btate for years.

Mr. THOMAS : But it had never been
in force.

TrE Minisrer: The regulations about
winding engines had.

Me. THOMAS: It would be a hard-
ghip which should not be infiicted on any
man, to take away the means of livelihood
and force him to remain out of work

There were supposed
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for a considerable time when the labour
market was congested. The Minister
might bring in an amendment to meet
such cases.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again,

ADJOURNMENT.
Tee MINISTER FOR MINES, in
moving that the House do now adjourn,

" reminded memlers that it was intended

the House should adjourn next day at
half-past eight. Members of the Assem-
bly a.nd the other place would then attend
a “smoke soctal ” to Mr. Walter James,
within the precincts of the House.

Question passed.

The House adjourned at 10-31 o'clock,
until the next afternoon.

degislatibe HAssembly,
Thursday, 6th October, 1904.

Page

mentoTy conveniences . 641
Eleetamllla]]a dmu'epnnmes
Hotice of &uast.ions insufcient, remarks

Wast I School ovarcrowdmg
Retura ordered Imports Rebates nod Commis.

Bills: Inspectlon “of Mnchmery. in Committes
resumed, reported
Mines Regulat.mn Act Amendment. in Coni.
mittes resumed, reported
Municipal Tnstitations At Amendment, in
cnmm:tteu resumed, Clnusea 7 to 12,

Addreaa -in Reply, Presentation
Adjoumment &ilnphmentm-y fu.nctiun to new
neral)

§E££§§

§§§

Ter SPEAKER took the Chair at

880 o'clock, p.m.

PravErs.

QUESTION—FPRESE REPRESENTATIVES,
USE OF PARLIAMENTARY CONVENI
ENCES.

M=z. RABON, for Mr. Hopkins, asked
the Premier: 1, In the management and
control of Press galleries in the Federal
and State Parliaments of Eastern Aus-



